Score by Quarters  1  2  3  4   Score


Penn State ......  0 14 14 10  - 38


Northwestern ....  7 14  7  7  - 35





1st Qtr 06:11 NU- Kustok 9 yd run, Wasielewski PAT (PSU 0, NU 7)


2nd Qtr 10:56 PSU- McCoo 16 yd pass from Senneca, Gould PAT (PSU 7, NU 7).  06:22 NU- Kustok 14 yd run, Wasielewski PAT (PSU 7, NU 14).  04:01 PSU- McCoo 7 yd run, Gould PAT (PSU 14, NU 14).  02:14 NU- Simmons 44 yd pass from Kustok, Wasielewski PAT (PSU 14, NU 21)


3rd Qtr 09:26 PSU- Senneca 1 yd run, Gould PAT 


(PSU 21, NU 21).  06:59 NU- Anderson 3 yd run, Wasielewski PAT (PSU 21, NU 28).  00:05 PSU- Senneca 1 yd run, Gould PAT (PSU 28, NU 28)


4th Qtr 03:36 PSU- Gould 24 yd FG (PSU 31, NU 28).  02:03 NU- Kustok 1 yd run, Wasielewski PAT 


(PSU 31, NU 35).  00:22 PSU- McCoo 4 yd pass from Mills, Gould PAT.  (PSU 38 NU 35)





                                 PSU       NU


FIRST DOWNS.................      26       29


RUSHES-YARDS (NET)..........  44-213   45-229


PASSING YDS (NET)...........     288      298


Passes Att-Comp-Int......... 47-25-0  40-23-0


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS...  91-501   85-527


Fumble Returns-Yards........     0-0      0-0


Punt Returns-Yards..........    2-40     1-13


Kickoff Returns-Yards.......    3-32    4-102


Interception Returns-Yards..     0-0      0-0


Punts (Number-Avg)..........  9-45.7   9-41.2


Fumbles-Lost................     0-0      2-1


Penalties-Yards.............    6-40     3-30


Possession Time.............   33:42    26:18


Sacks By: Number-Yards......     0-0      0-0





INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS


Passing        Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sck


Senneca, Matt   39-20-0   234  1   44   0


Mills, Zack      8- 5-0    54  1   17   0


-------------------------------------------





Rushing        Att Gain Loss Net TD Lg  Avg


Johnson, Larry  10   70   2   68  0 22  6.8


McCoo, Eric      9   43   0   43  1  8  4.8


Easy, Omar       9   38   0   38  0 11  4.2


Drummond, Eddie  6   38   1   37  0 15  6.2


Senneca, Matt    6   30   3   27  2 17  4.5


Mills, Zack      1    3   0    3  0  3  3.0


Jefferson, Paul  1    0   0    0  0  0  0.0


Johnson, Bryant  1    0   1   -1  0  0 -1.0


Toles, Deryck    1    0   2   -2  0  0 -2.0


--------------------------------------------





Receiving        Rec Yds   TD  Long


Johnson, Bryant   8  129    0   44


McCoo, Eric       5   62    2   28


Gilmore, John     5   46    0   17


Johnson, Tony     2   20    0   13


Easy, Omar        2    8    0    9


Luke, R.J.        1   11    0   11


Blosser, Mick     1    7    0    7


Jefferson, Paul   1    5    0    5


-----------------------------------





Punting        No  Yds  Avg   Long  In20


Royer, David    9  411  45.7   56    2


-----------------------------------------





               Punts     Kickoffs  Intercept


All Returns    No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg


Johnson, Tony   0   0  0  1   9  9  0   0  0


Lenda, Tyler    0   0  0  1   0  0  0   0  0


Branch, Bruce   2  40 23  0   0  0  0   0  0


Johnson, Larry  0   0  0  1  23 23  0   0  0


---------------------------------------------


�Defensive       Solo  Ast  Tot  TFL/Yds


Finney, Shamar    9    1   10    1/1


Yisrael, Yaacov   6    4   10     .


Mayer, Shawn      5    3    8    1/1


Scott, Bryan      5    2    7     .


Haynes, Michael   2    4    6    2/6


Gardner, Rich     3    2    5     .


Adams, Anthony    2    3    5     .


Toles, Deryck     1    3    4     .


Branch, Bruce     3    .    3     .


Kennedy, Jimmy    1    2    3     .


Guman, Andrew     2    .    2     .


Stewart, LaMar    2    .    2     .


Crenshaw, Sam     1    .    1     .


Bronson, John     1    .    1    1/3


Luke, R J         1    .    1     .


Benfatti, Dave    1    .    1     .


Dare, Eric        1    .    1     .


Capone, Gino      .    1    1     .


Jones, Bob        .    1    1     .


--------------------------------------





Participation Report (52 players)


Adams, Anthony


Benfatti, Dave


Blosser, Mick


Branch, Bruce


Bronson, John


Capone, Gino


Crenshaw, Sam


Dare, Eric


Davis, Jeremiah


Drummond, Eddie


Easy, Omar


Falls, Tim


Felder, Gus


Finney, Shamar


Gardner, Rich


Gilmore, John


Gilmore, Pete


Gould, Robbie


Graham, Ron


Guman, Andrew


Harrell, Chris


Haynes, Michael


Humphrey, Tom


Iorio, Joe


Jefferson, Paul


Johnson, Bryant


Johnson, Larry


Johnson, Tony


Jones, Bob


Kennedy, Jimmy


Lenda, Tyler


Luke, R J


Mayer, Shawn


McCoo, Eric


McKelvy, Chris


Millon, James


Mills, Zack


Mithcell, Jimi


Ransom, Greg


Robinson, Jason


Royer, David


Ruhe, Sam


Schmitt, Matt


Scott, Bryan


Senneca, Matt


Smith, Gerald


Stewart, LaMar


Toles, Deryck


Valoczki, Tyler


Williams, Tom


Yisrael, Yaacov


Zamaitis, Alan





�NITTANY LIONS PREVAIL; PATERNO TIES RECORD 


Saturday, October 20, 2001





Evanston, Ill. – It was nearly a perfect day for the Nittany Lions. Penn State unleashed big plays, mistake-free football, and twenty eight second-half points to get into the win column for the first time this season, beating the Northwestern Wildcats 38-35 at Ryan Field. 





After the game, the Penn State team charter rolled off the Chicago Midway Airport tarmac, becoming stuck in the grass, and forcing an unexpected overnight stay in Illinois. Everything else, however, went Penn State’s way on the day. It’s funny how a win makes such things easier to bear. 





The Nittany Lions lead in the all-time series to 6-1 and lead the series in games played at Ryan Field 3-1. 





With the win, Penn State head coach Joe Paterno ties Paul “Bear” Bryant in career victories among major college coaches with 323. Penn State is now 14-7 under Paterno in road games following an open date, and the Lions have won 11 of their last 13 such games since 1994. 





This was the team Joe Paterno had been hoping to see all season. “I have said all along that this could be a good football team,” said Paterno. “This is a big win, and important win. This gives the kids a whole new feeling about themselves and they can enjoy playing football again.” 





They certainly seemed to be enjoying themselves in Evanston, as the Lions rolled to 501 total yards of offense on 91 plays, with 288 through the air and 213 on the ground – all season bests. Compare that to 163 yards rushing in their first four games combined. Or compare the 38 points scored to the 31 total points scored in the first four games. 





Eric McCoo’s 2nd quarter 16-yard TD catch was Penn State’s first TD in the first half this season. His 2nd quarter 7-yard TD run was Penn State’s first rushing touchdown of the season. The Penn State offense scored more than 1 TD for the first time this season. 





The offensive line played its best game of the year and earned the game ball. 





Punter David Royer, who has been playing well all year, set a new career best with a 56-yard boot. 





Matt Seneca started at quarterback, returning from a shoulder injury, and threw a career high 20 completions on 39 attempts for 213 yards. His third quarter 1-yard TD run was his first career rushing TD. 





Bryant Johnson’s 8 catches were a career high and his 129 yards put him over the 100 yard mark for the third time in 2001. Five Penn State players rushed for over 30 yards led by Larry Johnson with 70, and Eric McCoo who rushed for 43 and caught 5 passes for 62 yards, including the decisive 4-yard TD catch with 22 seconds remaining. 





 “We got what we needed,” said Paterno, “someone to step up and make big plays.” 


�In spite of Penn State’s restored playmaking and offensive production, this game was up for grabs until the very end. Northwestern scored first when quarterback Zak Kustok called his own number, rushing 9 yards untouched to go up 7 – 0. The Wildcats and the Lions would then trade two touchdowns each. Kustok picked up another rushing TD, going 14 yards, and then added a passing TD, throwing 44 yards to Sam Simmons. Eric McCoo scored twice for Penn State to make the halftime score 21 – 14. 





Kustok completed 23 passes on 40 attempts, for 298 yards and added another 115 on the ground. Sam Simmons and Damien Anderson had huge performances with Simmons hauling in 7 passes for 168 yards and Anderson rushing 20 times for 91 yards with another 87 on three kickoff returns. It is not often that such a trio of performances result in a loss. 





Penn State tied it up at 21 apiece on Matt Seneca’s third quarter, 1-yard TD run. Northwestern would answer with a 9 play, 80-yard drive, to regain the lead when Damien Anderson rushed up the middle for a 3-yard TD midway through the third period. When the Lions added another Matt Seneca rushing TD and a 24-yard Robbie Gould field goal to go on top 31 – 28 with only 3:36 remaining, it looked like the Lions had the game locked up. As it turns out, there was a whole game’s worth of action left. 





Kustok definitely was not ready to concede the game to the Lions. Thanks to a 38-yard return by Damien Anderson, the Wildcats started their penultimate drive at their own 42. Six plays and 58 yards later Kustok was in the end zone with his third rushing TD. With only 2:03 remaining it now looked as though the Cats had turned the tables and would earn the victory. 





Penn State started their next drive with three timeouts, 1:59 on the clock and the ball placed on their own 31-yard line. After advancing to the 48, things took a turn for the worse when Matt Senneca was knocked out of the game. In stepped freshman quarterback Zack Mills who promptly drove the Lions the remaining 52 yards for the winning TD. Bryant Johnson racked up 55 of his 129 receiving yards on the drive including a spectacular sideline catch at the four-yard line to set up McCoo’s game winner. 





Northwestern’s closing drive ended at the Penn State 38 when time finally expired. 





The win was Penn State’s first over a higher ranked team (AP Poll) since beating 15th ranked Northwestern 34 – 9 in 1996. It was Penn State’s first win over a higher ranked team in a road game since 19th ranked PSU won 41 – 27 over 18th ranked Iowa in 1995. 





The Nittany Lions have now beaten at least one top-25 team every season since 1993. Penn State next looks to avenge last year’s midseason loss to Ohio State as the Buckeyes visit Beaver Stadium on Saturday. The road doesn’t get any easier for Northwestern, which has dropped two of its last three games. The Wildcats have back-to-back road dates against Purdue and Indiana. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------





�LATE DRIVE GIVES PSU FIRST WIN, JOE'S 323rd


Sunday, October 21, 2001


By David Jones   Of The Patriot-News





EVANSTON, Ill. -- Joe Paterno didn't need to be carried off the field. The question is, if his Penn State Nittany Lions had tried, could they have caught their 74-year-old leader? 





Yesterday, at the end of one of the most memorable games in his 36-year head coaching career, he prefered to sprint. 





"I used to be pretty quick in the old days," said Paterno after his Lions' 38-35 win over the defending Big Ten tri-champ Northwestern Wildcats. 





Finally, the All-Time Wins albatross is unraveled from Paterno's back. He has caught Paul "Bear" Bryant with 323 career wins, tops in big-school history. 





At the same time, somehow, all his rhetoric of the past year -- that he didn't care about the record -- seemed to ring true. 





His team fought through a seven-week confidence crisis, fought for the old man, and won for him before 42,512 mostly stunned observers at Ryan Field. 





They did it with a game-winning, two-minute-drill drive as picturesque as they come, reminscent of the best Penn State teams of the past. 





They did it with maligned upperclass players such as quarterback Matt Senneca and wideout Bryant Johnson making the big plays Paterno had been pleading for. 





They finished it off with the bane of Paterno's method, a freshman quarterback, at the controls. 





Mostly, they seemed to do it through sheer will, on the road against one of the Big Ten's better teams. 





If Penn State (1-4, 1-3) isn't nearly back on top of college football or even its league, it didn't really matter. For this one day, the Lions stood atop the mountain alongside a monument -- their coach. 





"The record, I didn't even think about that till [ABC television reporter] Jack Arute grabbed me afterward," Paterno said. "It sounds phony to say I don't care; I do. 





"I'm just delighted to coach in this many games and stay healthy enough to do it. 





"But I'm mainly happy for these guys. We needed to have some people make some big plays in the clutch. And they did it. 





Against NU (4-2, 2-2), for the first time all season, they were plenty competitive for an entire game. A team that had managed just 163 rushing yards in four previous outings ran for 213 with Larry Johnson (68) leading five backs. An offense that had scored no more than one TD in any game scored five yesterday. 





�And a team that had never gotten up from any sort of knockdown punch kept getting off the canvas. Three times in the last 16 minutes, the Lions scored, outpointing a Wildcat side that has specialized in winning pinball scoring orgies. 





"To walk away from this place without a win would've been very, very difficult," said Paterno. 





It became quickly apparent his team could do something in this game it couldn't it in any so far -- compete at scrimmage. Their lay the seed of the scoring fest. 





The Lions emerged in fullhouse sets, running McCoo and wideout Eddie Drummond from the tailback slot. While the PSU running game didn't frighten anyone, by the standards of its 40-yards-a-game precedent, it was a ground-breaking success. 





Against one of the Big Ten's worst running defenses, the Lions had three backs run for exactly 21 yards each in the first half. And quarterback Matt Senneca led the team with 22. That translated to a healthy 95 yards total and 4.5 per carry. 





All of which gave Senneca space to pass. Just 7-of-23 entering the game, the junior hit 10 of 17 in the half alone including a 16-yard TD to McCoo and a 44-yarder to Bryant Johnson. 





McCoo's TD was the Penn State offensive unit's first in five opening halves this year. The bomb led to a tying TD on McCoo's second-effort blast for seven yards and a 14-14 knot with 4:01 left in the half. 





Northwestern quickly responded with a 65-yard TD drive capped by Zak Kustok's 44-yard strike to Sam Simmons, alone on a post route behind tardy safety Yaacov Yisrael. 





So, the Wildcats led 21-14 at intermission but were the first PSU opponent this year not to dominate first-half stats. They outgained the Nits only 287-221. 





The Lions seemed to make a statement on their second drive of the third quarter. A Bruce Branch 23-yard punt return gave them first down at Northwestern's 48. And PSU runners then took turns ripping through crepe-paper tackles. 





Tight end John Gilmore turned a short sideline route into 17 yards with four busted tackles to the 31. Four consecutive runs from McCoo, Larry Johnson, Johnson again and Omar Easy gained 8, 9, 7 and 7 and left NU defenders littering the field. Senneca's sneak punched it in and the game again was tied, 21-21. 





From then on, it was a dogfight. 





Still, when NU's Kustok zipped 39 yards to the 1, then sneaked in for the go-ahead score with 2:03 to go, the Lions looked beaten. Instead, they staggered up, wiped their mouths like Rocky Balboa and constructed the winning drive. 





�"Obviously, this team hasn't had all that much confidence," said running back Eric McCoo. It was he who took a short pass from replacement quarterback Zack Mills and plunged into the end zone from 4 yards out for the winning score. 





"But once you have some success, it gives you all the more confidence. The last drive, we went out there with swagger and we knew we were going to do it." 





Just before NU rush end Napoleon Harris pounded him into the turf on a blitz with 1:39 to go, Senneca made a huge play to keep the drive alive on its third snap. 





Northwestern had rushed him heavily on the first two and were two plays from ending the game. But, from his 34, Senneca found Bryant Johnson on an out pattern to the right sideline for a vital 14-yard gain on third-and-7. 





Harris KO'd him on the next down, an incompletion. 





"I was a little foggy," said Senneca. "About three plays later, one of the trainers came over and started telling me what was happening." 





His understudy had entered the game as cool as Steve McQueen, was what. 





Said Bryant Johnson: "Zack came into the huddle and said, 'What's up, guys? Who feels like scoring a touchdown?'" 





On third-and-1 from the NU 43, Mills kept on the option for 3 and a first down. After an ineligible receiver penalty three plays later created first-and-15 at the 34, he found Johnson for 17 on a perfect slant pass to the right hash. 





And three after that, on third-and-10, he coolly rolled left from pressure and laid the ball out for Johnson, who made a brilliant diving catch at the 4. 





McCoo scored on the next play. 





Paterno's plans: "I'm going to go home, probably get in trouble with some stiff bourbon, then sleep a couple hours and start looking at Ohio State tapes." 





Not too fast, Joe. Like a nice glass of Maker's Mark, this one's worth savoring a while. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------





MILLS COOL UNDER PRESSURE 


By Jerry Kellar


Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader





EVANSTON, Ill. -- His Penn State teammates already had a feeling Zack Mills wasn't your average 19-year-old quarterback.





After Saturday, the Nittany Lions are sure of it.





"That might be the coolest cat I know," senior tight end John Gilmore said of Mills, who after entering the game cold for the injured Matt Senneca late in the fourth quarter, calmly led his team to a come-from-behind 38-35 victory over Northwestern at Ryan Field.





�The redshirt freshman from Ijamsville, Md. completed 5-of-8 passes for 54 yards, including the game-clinching 4-yard toss in the left flat to tailback Eric McCoo with 22 seconds remaining.





"When we scored, I just broke down," Mills said. "You don't understand how hard this team works. To finally get a win out of this, I can't describe it."





Mills, who had little time to warm up while Penn State's training staff attended to Senneca on the field, insisted he wasn't nervous.





Really.





"No, really," he said. "I've been there before. I played in other games before this (one) so I was pretty relaxed."





The guys in the offensive huddle were impressed, even dumbfounded, by Mills' ho-hum demeanor.





"He comes in there, and you'd think he'd be nervous," tackle Gus Felder said. "But he's like, 'What's up fellas?' He's no freshman, I'll tell you that."





"He said, 'I missed you all. You all ready to take this in?' We all looked at each other. Ice runs through those veins."





With the Lions facing a second-and-10 from their 48, Mills immediately connected with running back Omar Easy for 9 yards. 





Later, he found wide out Bryant Johnson for 11 to the Wildcats' 29, then for 17 more to the 17 with 39 ticks on the clock.





After an incompletion, Mills hit Johnson again for 13 yards to the 4. He finished the deal a play later.





"Today, we got the Penn State swagger back," said Johnson, who led all receivers with eight receptions for 129 yards. 





Considering how the game was playing out, Mills figured good things were about to happen to Penn State.





"We were really confident," he said. "We scored more points this game than we had all year, so our confidence was going up and up after every drive."





Coach Joe Paterno had planned to use Mills earlier in the game, but with Senneca moving the offense reasonably well, Paterno stayed with the hot hand.





Until he couldn't.





"I figured Matt would probably start because Matt hasn't done anything to lose the job," said Mills, who was told Thursday that Senneca would start. "I was just gonna play my role and play the backup."





"There was a period in the game when Joe told me to warm up. But he says that quite often, you know. If Matt throws a bad pass or something he's always telling me to warm up, so I wasn't really sure.  


"So I had to warm up real quick and just get in there."


------------------------------------------------------------------------





�NITTANY LIONS COME THROUGH IN FINAL DRIVE 


TO NET VICTORY 


By Douglas Braunsdorf


dbraunsd@centredaily.com





EVANSTON, Ill. -- Just two weeks ago, Penn State defensive players had no reason to display any trust in their teammates' offensive capabilities. A 20-0 loss to Michigan was just the latest in the Nittany Lions' long line of offensive struggles this year.


Yet when Penn State defensive end Michael Haynes stood on the sideline with two minutes left in Saturday's game at Northwestern, he bubbled with confidence.





"Believe it or not, I was like, 'Well, here we go, we're gonna win,'" said Haynes. "I was more worried about after they scored, about me messing up on defense. That was my main focus. But there was no doubt in my mind that the offense was gonna score."





The offense proved Haynes correct by converting on its most important drive of the year. It covered 69 yards in 13 plays and took just 1 minute, 41 seconds. It was capped when Zack Mills connected with Eric McCoo for a 4-yard touchdown pass, putting Penn State on top, 38-35, with 22 seconds left. Northwestern had a shot to tie the game, but time expired before it could set up for a field goal.





"We just felt like we could win the game when we got the ball back," said wide receiver Bryant Johnson.





The game-winning drive started at Penn State's 31-yard line with 1:59 showing on the clock. The Lions had all three timeouts. More importantly, they had confidence based on what they had been able to accomplish up to that point in the game.





"We were really confident. We had been moving the ball on them all day. They couldn't stop us," said Penn State quarterback Matt Senneca, who finished 20-of-39 for 234 yards and a touchdown. He also ran for two scores. "Everybody was real confident. We had a lot of time on the clock. We just knew that we could get down there and score. We just had to execute like we had been doing all day." 





The Lions got an early break on their final series when Northwestern cornerback Raheem Covington slipped while covering Johnson. 





With Covington on the turf, Senneca was able to hook up with Johnson for a 14-yard gain on third down and 7 from the 34.





Senneca was knocked from the game on the next play on a blindside hit by Northwestern defensive end Napoleon Harris, who bull-rushed Lions fullback Mick Blosser to get to Senneca. The senior quarterback lay on the turf for a few minutes before wobbling off.





�So in came redshirt freshman Zack Mills with 1:39 left. The only action he had seen all day was holding for extra points and throwing some warmup tosses behind the bench early in the fourth quarter. He certainly didn't look cold, though, when he stepped on the field.





"I just tried to be as calm as possible," Mills said afterward. "I just tried to calm them down, let them know that I was gonna take them down."





On his first play, he connected with Omar Easy for a 9-yard screen pass, moving Penn State into Northwestern territory with 1:26 left. The Lions then opted to use their first timeout, during which they called for a keeper by Mills. He picked up three yards on third-and-1 to get the first down and keep the drive alive. 





Mils wisely threw the ball away under pressure on the next play before rolling to his left and hooking up with Johnson for an 11-yard gain. A penalty on the ensuing play pushed the Lions back to the Northwestern 34-yard line, but Penn State moved into the red zone on Mills' 17-yard strike to Johnson. Back-to-back tosses to the end zone, with Johnson the intended target on each, fell incomplete, meaning the Lions faced a third-and-10 from the 17 with 33 seconds left. 





Once again, though, the Mills-to-Johnson connection came through as Mills threw a pass that only Johnson could have caught. Which he did, giving the Lions the ball at the 4-yard line with 26 seconds to go.





Johnson finished the day with a career-high eight catches for 129 yards, with four receptions for 55 yards coming on the final drive alone. One play later, Johnson deferred to tailback Eric McCoo, who caught a Mills pass in the left flat and reached across the goal line for the game-winning score.





"I just knew when I caught the ball, I wasn't in there and I knew I had to get in there," said McCoo.





He did, and Haynes' faith was justified.


------------------------------------------------------------------------





�WIN GETS ELEPHANT OFF PATERNO'S BACK


Monday, October 22, 2001


By Ronnie Christ


Of The Patriot-News





It could be a whole new lease on life for Joe Paterno and his Penn State football team. 





At long last, no one will be asking: "Is this team going to win even one game?" 





You could see what Saturday's 38-35 victory over Northwestern in Evanston meant to players and coaches. 





For the first time in more than a month there were smiles on their faces. 





JoePa looked like a 2,000-pound elephant had been lifted from his shoulders. 





The same was true of his players, who had been hit hard by the critics. 





"We had to win that one game," tailback Eric McCoo said. "We all knew that we were better than we were playing. This win should give us a lot of confidence for the rest of the season." 





It should certainly do that. 





It will not provide any guarantees for victory in any of the six remaining games. Next up for the Lions is Ohio State. The Buckeyes have had Penn State's number in recent years. 





The difference this time is that Paterno can call upon a calm and poised redshirt freshman quarterback any time Matt Senneca is in trouble. 





There isn't any doubt that Zack Mills is the best freshman quarterback of the Paterno era. 





It's a little early to see that, but what other quarterback in his first year at the controls, was able to marshall his teammates and march down the field for the clinching TD in the final minute of play? 





No other freshmen come to mind. 





"I'm just glad to have Zack around," Senneca said. "He's amazing in that he can come off the bench with almost no time to warm up and do the things he does." 





Mills and Senneca were able to do more things because the Nittany Lions finally found a running game. 





At least for one day they did. 





One player who helped put some zip in the running game was senior Eddie Drummond. 





Since he came to Penn State, Drummond fancied himself a running back. He was rated one of the top running backs in the state in his senior year in high school. 





�For four years, Paterno and his staff tried to find Drummond's niche. They thought they could best use his speed at wide receiver. 





Unfortunately, Drummond is not a natural receiver. He didn't catch the football the way wide receivers are supposed to do. 





Now, he's back at his old position and should add more than a touch of speed to the Penn State offense. 





One reason why Paterno went to the power I was the loss of fullback Sam McHugh with a broken leg. 





McHugh was the best runner of the three fullbacks. He was also the best receiver. 





The addition of the Power I gives the Lions an oppotunity to get three of their four running backs into the game at the same time. 





If Paterno breaks Bear Bryant's record Saturday, this could be a better season than anyone thought when the Lions started out 0-4. 





But for now, Paterno is smiling again. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------





BEAR-LY A WIN 


By Ray Parrillo


The Philadelphia Inquirer.





EVANSTON, Ill. -- Penn State coach Joe Paterno, who gets a rash at the mere thought of playing a freshman quarterback, let alone leaning on one to pull out a victory, smiled and shook his head at the irony of it all.





In wildly dramatic fashion, Paterno at long last got his 323rd career win Saturday, equaling the major-college record held by Paul "Bear" Bryant.





The pulsating 38-35 Big Ten Conference victory over No. 22 Northwestern at Ryan Field before 42,512 spectators who seemed mesmerized by the back-and-forth action will long be remembered by Paterno and the Nittany Lions.





They will remember it because it wasn't supposed to happen this way. Not with a baby-faced 19-year-old coming off the bench in an emergency at crunch time and calmly throwing darts until his final pass was hauled in by running back Eric McCoo for the winning touchdown with 22 seconds remaining.





But that's exactly what redshirt freshman Zack Mills did.





"He's very cool, very poised, very smart," said Paterno, who nonetheless had started oft-injured junior Matt Senneca ahead of him. "He's a very unusual kid. It was great the way Zack went in there cold and got the job done."





�Mills was on the sideline, caught up in the excitement of the game, when Senneca was knocked woozy by Northwestern's Napoleon Harris with 1 minute, 39 seconds left and Penn State trailing by 35-31.





"That might be the coolest cat I know," tight end John Gilmore said of Mills. "When he came in the huddle, (he said) 'What's up, guys. I missed you all. You all ready to take this in?' We all looked at each other. Ice runs through those veins." 





Mills quickly went to work, connecting with running back Omar Easy for a 9-yard gain on a screen pass.





On second down, he ran 3 yards for a first down at the Wildcats' 40-yard line. By the time he had finished moving the team 52 yards for the TD that pulled Paterno even with the Bear and brightened what had been a dismal season for the Nittany Lions (1-4 overall, 1-3 conference), the lefthander had completed 5-of-8 passes. The completion that set up McCoo's TD was a 17-yarder to Bryant Johnson on third and 10.





Asked if he had been nervous, Mills said: "No. Not really. I was pretty relaxed because I've played. I just walked into the huddle and said, 'What's up, fellas!'"





After McCoo caught the decisive pass for his third TD of the game, Mills stood at the 15-yard line and raised his arms in triumph.





"I broke down, and I've never broken down before in a game," he said. "But you (reporters) just don't know how hard this team has worked. To finally get a win -- I can't describe it."





For Penn State fans, the nail-biting didn't end with the Mills-to-McCoo TD. Paterno made a decision he later regretted. Rather than kick off to Damien Anderson, the record-setting runner who had returned a previous kick 38 yards, he ordered Robbie Gould to squib the kick. It wound up in the hands of Noah Herron, who ran it back 15 yards to the Northwestern 45.





"As it turned out, it was a dumb call," Paterno said of the short kick.





The Wildcats (4-2, 2-2), who score in a hurry with their no-huddle, spread offense, had 18 seconds to send the game into overtime.





Quarterback Zak Kustok, who was brilliant for the entire game, completed passes of 10 and 5 yards to Jon Schweighardt, putting the ball on the Penn State 40. But his sideline pass to Kunle Patrick went for only 2 yards, and time ran out on the Wildcats when Patrick was tackled in bounds. 





Kustok ran for three TDs and threw for another. He accounted for 413 yards rushing and passing.





�When the game ended, the 74-year-old Paterno outran two security guards who flanked him on his way to the visitors' dressing room, where Easy presented him with the game ball.





For the first time this season, one in which Penn State lost its first four games for the first time in 115 seasons of football, Paterno had left the field with a smile on his face.





Afterward, he dismissed the win as a personal achievement. He heaved a giant sigh of relief and suggested that the victory might signal a turnaround for his struggling team, which had made national headlines because of a decline that had left it with 14 losses in its last 20 games.





"I just feel great for these kids because they needed to do what they did -- make plays in the clutch," he said. "I think they'll feel better about themselves now and be more competitive the rest of the way.





"I've been trying to convince them they're good enough to win. If we had walked away from this place without a win, it would have been a difficult job to convince them of that."





In a game that featured 1,028 yards of total offense, the Nittany Lions scored their initial first-half TD of the season. They got their first lead of the season when Gould kicked a 24-yard field goal to give them a 31-28 edge with 3:36 remaining.





Penn State entered the game ranked dead last in the nation in rushing (40.8 yards a game) and scoring (7.8 points a game), but it took advantage of Northwestern's suspect defense by playing muscle-ball.





The Nittany Lions gained 213 yards on the ground. Senneca scored on two 1-yard dives and tossed a 16-yard scoring pass to McCoo. He ended the game with 20 completions in 39 attempts for 234 yards. He also ended the game with a major headache.





"I don't really remember what happened," he said. "I tried to get myself to my feet to watch the end of the game."





Penn State came from behind to tie the score four times and didn't commit a turnover while ending the Wildcats' five-game home winning streak.





Notes. Northwestern lost a game it led at halftime for the first time in three years under coach Randy Walker. The Cats had won the previous 11. ... Penn State posted its first win over a nationally ranked team since Nov. 2, 1996, when it defeated No. 11 Northwestern. ... Kustok ran for 115 yards on 21 carries. ... The Nittany Lions' Bryant Johnson made eight catches for 129 yards.


------------------------------------------------------------------------


�PATERNO ISN'T ABOUT RECORDS 


Douglas Braunsdorf Centre Daily Times.





EVANSTON, Ill. -- He said it wasn't about him, about any record, and you know what? You had to believe him.





Joe Paterno has answered more questions than he'd care to remember about Paul "Bear" Bryant's all-time coaching victories record. Just last week, he said it was more of an issue for the media than it was for him. Saturday afternoon here at Ryan Field, in thrilling fashion, Paterno at last matched the Bear with 323 career wins.





But that broad grin on JoePa's face following Penn State's 38-35 triumph over No. 22 Northwestern, that extra spring in his step as he trotted off the field, wasn't because he had won his 323rd game. It was because his team had won their first game of the year.





"I'm just excited for this football team," Paterno said in his postgame press conference. "I have felt, and I've been trying to convince them, that they're a good football team. This will give them a whole new feeling about themselves. I hadn't even thought about the record until somebody mentioned it to me coming off the field."





And why would he think about it? Paterno doesn't coach for records. Heck, sometimes he even downplays the importance of wins, saying what matters most is seeing his team making strides, seeing the Nittany Lions improve.





Thing is, this year's Lions had reached a point where baby steps and hints of progress weren't enough anymore. A child can receive a failing grade on a test only so many times before losing all confidence in his abilities.





Before Saturday, the Nittany Lions had fallen short on all four tests this season. So it didn't matter anymore that they were gradually getting better. Moral victories weren't victories at all. No, it mattered only that they got a win. 





Winning isn't the only thing? It certainly was Saturday for this Penn State team. A loss on this day would have been disastrous for Penn State. If the Lions couldn't win on a day when, finally, for the first time all year, the offense was clicking, on a day when, finally, for the first time all year, they seemed poised to win, this season officially would be OVER.





"To walk away from this place without a win, it would have been a very difficult job to convince them that they're a good team," Paterno said. "This has been a very good squad. I've been telling you that. But we needed this. I think now we can make great strides."





The Lions certainly did Saturday. Sure, Northwestern has a lot of holes, particularly on defense. But Penn State came to the shores of Lake Michigan with an offense ranked dead last in Division I-A in scoring, rushing and total offense. In a word, the Lions' offensive attack had been dreadful.





�Saturday, though, it saw the light. It had started to flicker, though, during two weeks of preparation for this game. Paterno may be 74 years old, but the senior citizen of coaches still knows his trade. The running game wasn't working? Well, fix it.





So he dipped into his bag of tricks -- a very deep bag, of course -- and the Lions came out in the power-I formation, sticking three tailbacks in the backfield. The last time Penn State had done that? Try the '70s.





"We'd done that years ago, back in 1970," Paterno recalled. "We were 1-3 after a loss to Wisconsin, put the power-I in and won 17 in a row."





Actually, the Lions were 1-2 after that loss to the Badgers. They won and lost their next two games, but then started a stretch of 15 straight victories. No matter, Paterno had made his point.





"We had a couple days off," Paterno continued, "and I got fooling around trying to figure something out, and I remembered that."





Yes, the wizard concocted quite a potion. The power-I sparked a rushing attack that finished with 213 yards. Consider that the Lions came in to the game with a season total of 163 yards. By the start of the fourth quarter, the Lions had 170 yards on the ground, meaning through three-quarters of Saturday's game they had bettered what they had accomplished through three-quarters of their season.





OK, so there are still a lot of problems with this Penn State team. To wit, the defense surrendered 527 yards to Northwestern. But maybe, just maybe, the Lions turned a corner Saturday.





This weekend, a less-than impressive Ohio State team comes to Beaver Stadium. Then the Lions host Southern Mississippi. In other words, that 0-4 start could become a 3-4 record before you know it. But that may be getting ahead of things.





Hey, even Paterno was going to allow himself some time to enjoy this one.





"This is one of the really good ones I've been around," he said about where Saturday's win ranked in his career. "This is one of the really important ones. I'll go home, probably get in trouble with a good stiff bourbon, take a couple-hour nap and then look at some Ohio State tape."





You didn't expect him to make too much of a fuss out of this, now did you?
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