Score by Quarters   1  2  3  4   Score


Ohio State........  7  6 14  0  - 27


Penn State........  6  3 13  7  - 29





1st Qtr 12:19 OSU- Jenkins 66 yd pass from Bellisari, Nugent PAT. (OSU 7, PSU 0)  


08:24 PSU- Gould 23 yd FG. (OSU 7, PSU 3)  


02:26 PSU- Gould 46 yd FG. (OSU 7, PSU 6)


2nd Qtr 10:56 OSU- Nugent 28 yd FG. (OSU 10 PSU 6)  06:59 PSU- Gould 46 yd FG. (OSU 10, PSU 9)  01:02 OSU- Nugent 19 yd FG. (OSU 13, PSU 9)


3rd Qtr 14:03 OSU- Wells 65 yd run, Nugent PAT. 


(OSU 20, PSU 9)  12:16 OSU- Ross D 45 yd int return, Nugent PAT. (OSU 27, PSU 9)  


11:22 PSU- Mills 69 yd run, pass failed. (OSU 27, PSU 15)  04:40 PSU- Johnson T 26 yd pass from Mills, Gould PAT. (OSU 27, PSU 22)


4th Qtr 14:47 PSU- McCoo 14 yd pass from Mills, Gould PAT. (OSU 27, PSU 29)





                                OSU      PSU


FIRST DOWNS.................     15       25


RUSHES-YARDS (NET).......... 40-203   45-251


PASSING YDS (NET)...........    209      280


Passes Att-Comp-Int......... 21-8-1  36-17-3


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS... 61-412   81-531


Fumble Returns-Yards........    0-0      1-7


Punt Returns-Yards..........   2-20     3-33


Kickoff Returns-Yards.......  7-167     4-74


Interception Returns-Yards..   3-69      1-0


Punts (Number-Avg).......... 5-45.6   4-40.5


Fumbles-Lost................    1-1      0-0


Penalties-Yards.............   6-50     3-17


Possession Time.............  27:00    33:00


Sacks By: Number-Yards......   2-17     3-26





INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS


Passing       Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sck


Mills, Zack     32-17-3   280  2   35   2


Senneca, Matt    3- 0-0     0  0    0   0


-----------------------------------------





Rushing       Att Gain Loss  Net TD Lg  Avg


Mills, Zack    15  166   28  138  1 69  9.2


Johnson, Larry 14   78   10   68  0 31  4.9


Easy, Omar      5   29    3   26  0 17  5.2


Senneca, Matt   1    7    0    7  0  7  7.0


McCoo, Eric     9   18   12    6  0 12  0.7


Johnson, Bryant 1    6    0    6  0  6  6.0


--------------------------------------------





Receiving       Rec  Yds  TD Long


Johnson, Tony    5   65   1   26


Johnson, Bryant  3   67   0   33


McCoo, Eric      3   62   1   35


Luke, R.J.       2   44   0   31


Blosser, Mick    2   13   0    9


Gilmore, John    1   16   0   16


Easy, Omar       1   13   0   13


--------------------------------





Punting         No  Yds  Avg   Long In20


Royer, David     4  162  40.5   64    1


-----------------------------------------





                Punts     Kickoffs  Intercept


All Returns     No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg


Yisrael, Yaacov 0   0  0  0   0  0  1   0  0


Branch, Bruce   3  33 21  0   0  0  0   0  0


Johnson, Larry  0   0  0  4  74 24  0   0  0


--------------------------------------------





�Defensive      Solo  Ast  Tot  TFL/Yds


Mayer, Shawn      2   9   11    1/5


Adams, Anthony    4   5    9    1/5


Yisrael, Yaacov   3   4    7    1/0


Branch, Bruce     5   1    6     .


Scott, Bryan      5   1    6     .


Stewart, LaMar    3   3    6     .


Finney, Shamar    1   5    6     .


Toles, Deryck     2   2    4    1/1


Graham, Ron       2   2    4     .


Haynes, Michael   2   2    4    2/16


Kennedy, Jimmy    2   1    3     .


Humphrey, Tom     1   2    3     .


Harrell, Chris    1   1    2     .


Capone, Gino      .   2    2     .


Johnson, Tony     1   .    1     .


Jefferson, Paul   1   .    1     .


Bronson, John     .   1    1     .


Millon, James     .   1    1     .


---------------------------------------





Participation Report (52 players)


Adams, Anthony


Benfatti, Dave


Blosser, Mick


Branch, Bruce


Bronson, John


Capone, Gino


Cosby, T C


Crenshaw, Sam


Dare, Eric


Davis, Jeremiah


Drummond, Eddie


Easy, Omar


Felder, Gus


Falls, Tim


Finney, Shamar


Gardner, Rich


Gilmore, John


Gould, Robbie


Graham, Ron


Guman, Andrew


Harrell, Chris


Haynes, Michael


Humphrey, Tom


Iorio, Joe


Jefferson, Paul


Johnson, Bryant


Johnson, Larry


Johnson, Tony


Jones, Bob


Kennedy, Jimmy


Kimball, David


Lenda, Tyler


Luke, R J


Mayer, Shawn


McCoo, Eric


McKelvy, Chris


Millon, James


Mills, Zack


Mitchell, Jimi


Ransom, Greg


Robinson, Jason


Royer, David


Ruhe, Sam


Schmitt, Matt


Scott, Bryan


Senneca, Matt


Smith, Gerald


Stewart, LaMar


Toles, Deryck


Valoczki, Tyler


Williams, Tom


Yisrael, Yaacov


-----------------


�PENN STATE CAPTURES SECOND STRAIGHT, 


PATERNO BREAKS ALL TIME RECORD 





STATE COLLEGE, Pa. -- It’s been a long time, and a lot of wins, since Joe Paterno recorded his first career victory against Maryland in 1966. With the help of Mike Reid, who blocked three kicks that resulted in safeties that day, Paterno beat the Terrapins 15-9. On Saturday, 35 years after that first triumph, Paterno and wife Sue stood with their family on the field of Beaver Stadium, celebrating another milestone: win number 324. 





The Nittany Lions, behind a strong performance from freshman quarterback Zack Mills, carried forward their momentum from last week’s upset over Northwestern and beat border rival Ohio State 29-27 in front of a full house at Beaver Stadium. With the win, Paterno passes Bear Bryant for the lead in career victories among major college coaches. 





After the game, Paterno spoke to the crowd of 108, 327. The veteran coach praised his team and hugged his wife Sue on the makeshift stage. "I can't tell you how proud I am of this football team," Paterno said. "They could have packed it in a long time ago. But they came back last week, and they came back today, and I tell you they're going to be one hell of a football team." 





Ohio State started fast, determined not to let the emotion of the crowd alter its gameplan. After the Buckeyes forced Penn State to punt on its first drive, quarterback Steve Bellisari immediately went to work on the Lions secondary. On OSU’s first play from scrimmage, Bellisari hit wideout Michael Jenkins in stride on a post pattern, and Jenkins did the rest, sprinting 66 yards for the touchdown, giving Ohio State a 7-0 lead. 





On Penn State’s next possession, Joe Paterno replaced starting quarterback Matt Senneca with the freshman Mills. Mills looked confident against the Buckeyes defense from the start, completing a 29-yard pass to Bryant Johnson and a nine-yarder to Mick Blosser before the drive stalled at the Ohio State 6-yard line. Placekicker Robbie Gould picked up the slack, drilling a 23-yard field goal to make the score 7-3. 


 


Penn State was able to stuff Ohio State’s next drive, but Buckeyes punter Andy Groom pinned Penn State at its own 8-yard line. Still, the Lions offense was able to move the ball out of the shadow of its own goalpost. Mills completed back-to-back passes to wideout Tony Johnson for nine and 12 yards, respectively, to start the drive. Mills’s next pass found Eric McCoo, who sprinted 35 yards down the left sideline. The drive stalled when Mills – who completed his initial six passes – threw his first incomplete pass – a fade route to Tony Johnson that just missed the sophomore wideout. Gould delivered again, drilling the kick from 46 yards out, a career long for the freshman placekicker. With just over two minutes left in the first quarter, Ohio State clung to a 7-6 lead. 





�Penn State forced Ohio State to punt on its next possession, but a quick turnover gave the ball back to the Buckeyes. Pressured by linebacker Joe Cooper, Mills hurried a throw before getting sandwiched, and the floater ended up in the hands of Buckeyes defensive back Cie Grant. From there, Mike Nugent successfully capped a 7-play, 28-yard drive with a 28-yard field goal, making the score 10-6. Just under four minutes later, Gould answered Nugent’s field goal with one of his own, tying his career long with another 46-yard kick to draw the Lions within one point, 10-9. Ohio State had a chance to add to its lead with less than five minutes to play in the first half, but Josh Huston’s 52-yard attempt was well short and fell no good. Ohio State settled for another Nugent field goal, just before the half to go into intermission up 13-9 





Ohio State started the second half in much the same style as the first – quickly. Wells took a handoff from Bellisari on the half’s second play, and exploded for a 65-yard touchdown run to increase Ohio State’s lead to 20-9, just one minute into the third quarter. Two plays into Penn State’s ensuing drive, things went from bad to worse as Mills looked to hit a wide-open Eddie Drummond in the flat. The pass was high, and deflected off the tops of Drummond’s fingers and into the waiting arms of cornerback Derek Ross. Ross ran untouched for the score, the second for the Buckeyes in less than three minutes of second half action, giving Ohio State a 27-9 lead. 





Penn State needed to respond quickly, and did. On the second play of Penn State’s next drive, Mills turned an ordinary quarterback keeper into the most spectacular play of the game. The freshman quarterback escaped pressure at the line of scrimmage, leapt over a fallen defensive lineman, bounced out to the sidelines and raced 69 yards for a touchdown. The play was the longest running play of the season for Penn State, and the longest rush by a Penn State player since a 70-yard scamper by Chafie Fields against Arizona in 1999. Also, the scramble was the longest run by a Nittany Lion quarterback since a 75-yard jaunt by Jon Sacca in 1991. The two-point conversion failed, and the Ohio State lead was cut to 27-15. 





“That may be the fastest I have ever run,” said a smiling Mills after the game, “I was worried that I might get caught from behind. At about the 15 yard line, I looked up at the Jumbo Tron to check behind me.” 





After trading punts with Penn State, Ohio State was on the move again. This time, the Buckeyes drive ended when Wells committed a crucial mistake; the senior tailback was stripped of the ball by Yaacov Yisreal. Shawn Mayer recovered the fumble and returned it seven yards. Two plays later, Penn State was back in the endzone. Mills hit Bryant Johnson for 33 yards on the drive’s first play, and then found Tony Johnson in the front corner of the endzone, splitting two defenders with a 26-yard strike. The touchdown pulled the Lions within five points, and the third quarter ended with the Buckeyes leading 27-22. 





�Beaver Stadium – and the Penn State defense – came alive after Johnson’s touchdown. The Lions held the Buckeyes to three-and-out, and got the ball back at the 10-yard line after a 60-yard punt. From there, the Lions began a stingy, time-consuming touchdown drive that put Penn State ahead for the first time – and for good. The key play of the 10-play, 90-yard drive was a 31-yard pass play to R.J Luke that wasn’t drawn up the way it turned out. First, Mills dropped into the shotgun and the snap sailed over his head. He then picked up the fumble, outran Buckeye defenders towards the sideline, and completed a pass to a wide-open Luke, who ran to the Ohio State 13. On the next play, Mills and McCoo hooked up. The senior tailback hauled in an over-the-shoulder pass for a touchdown, giving Penn State the lead, 29-27. McCoo’s TD capped 20 unanswered points and secured the victory for Penn State. 





“When the ball went over my head, I knew I would pick it up and go left,” said Mills of the play before the score. “The play was designed to go that way, and when I looked up, R.J. Luke was wide open." 





Late in the game, Bryan Scott made a game saving block of a Mike Nugent 34-yard field goal attempt. The Lions recovered, and ran out the clock to preserve the 29-27 victory. Afterwards, Ohio State coach Jim Tressel shook hands with Paterno at midfield, then quickly retreated to the locker room. "I have respect for his (Paterno’s) tremendous career, but that moment was for he and his team," Tressel said. Steve Bellisari, was 8 for 21 for 209 yards in the losing effort and his favorite target, Michael Jenkins, had four catches for 172 yards and the score. 





His counterpart, Zack Mills, who played all but one series for the Lions, threw two touchdowns and broke his own freshman passing record with 280 yards. Mills was 17 of 32 for the game and also ran for 138 yards and a touchdown. His 418 yards of total offense is a Penn State record. The previous total offense high was 370, set by Mike McQueary in 1997 against Pitt. 





Tony Johnson, Bryant Johnson and Eric McCoo each had over 60 yards receiving on the game, and both Tony Johnson and McCoo scored for Penn State. It was the second straight game in which the Lions racked up more than 500 total yards in offense, and the first time all season that Penn State won the time of possession battle. 





On defense, Shawn Mayer led Penn State with 11 tackles, including one for loss, and a fumble recovery. 





Mills said the Lions just have to continue focusing on working hard. “Everyone doubted us, including the media, except for him (Paterno). We kept plugging away at it – and we’ll just keep going. After the bye week, we said it was a new season, 0-0. We’ve just got to keep winning.” 





Zack Mills had 418 yards of total offense on the day, a Penn State record. 


Shawn Mayer led the way with 11 tackles on the day 





Penn State hosts Southern Mississippi next, and the


------------------------------------------------------------------------





�SECOND TO NONE 


By Ray Parrillo, The Philadelphia Inquirer


Sunday, October 28, 2001 





UNIVERSITY PARK -- The trappings that surround a famous football coach never much mattered to Joe Paterno. He has lived in the same modest home here for more than three decades. He buys suits in outlet stores. And he wheels around in a five-year-old automobile that's as bland as the uniforms worn by his Penn State Nittany Lions.





But those trappings come too easily for an earnest man like Paterno. Instead, he prefers to bask in the struggles of the game, the relentless attention to detail required in the pursuit of victory.





So it seemed fitting Saturday that the win that placed Paterno atop the career list of major-college coaches was hard-earned, one that required his team to keep getting off the canvas after another staggering punch from Ohio State.





It also seemed fitting that the win was gained by perhaps the most maligned of the 36 teams he has coached in Happy Valley.





And after quarterback Zack Mills' clutch run for a first down in the closing minutes sealed the thrilling 29-27 Big Ten Conference win over the Buckeyes before 108,327 at Beaver Stadium, Paterno was given a well-deserved salute. He was hoisted onto the shoulders of some of his players as the crowd roared, chanting "324" and "JoePa, JoePa."





Paterno then stood on a portable stage with his wife, Sue, and his five children and nine grandchildren. Behind those thick tinted glasses, Paterno's eyes welled as the crowd chanted his name, family members took turns hugging him, and a tasteful video presentation of his career was displayed. Meantime, several of his players embraced one another on the field. More than anyone, they know how difficult it was to get Paterno victory 324. 





"I can't put into words how I really feel about this football team, this university and you fans," Paterno said as he addressed the crowd. "I've had 52 of the greatest years anyone could ever want."





The win pushed Paterno ahead of Paul "Bear" Bryant, who invited Paterno and the Nittany Lions to play in the first Sugar Bowl that took place in the Louisiana Superdome on New Year's Eve, 1975. "Paul knew he could beat us," Paterno said, laughing, while recounting the story Friday night. Bryant's Alabama teams defeated Paterno's Penn State teams all four times they met.





Paterno needed two wins to break the record when the season began, but the Nittany Lions (2-4 overall, 2-3 Big Ten) lost their first four games for the first time in the 115 years of Penn State football. With each loss, the 74-year-old coach's pursuit of the record seemed to be pushed aside by concerns that perhaps his time had come and gone.


�With each loss that followed last year's 5-7 season, Paterno appeared more determined to turn things around.





"They could have thrown in the towel a long time ago," Paterno said of his players. "They could have called it quits. But they've hung in there, and I think we're getting pretty good."





For the second straight game, Penn State's offense, moribund in the first four games, percolated under the guidance of Mills, the redshirt freshman who came off the bench and drove the Nittany Lions to a 38-35 win at Northwestern last week.





Saturday, Mills accounted for three TDs and a school-record 418 of Penn State's 531 yards. He ran 69 yards for a touchdown to resurrect his team after Ohio State (4-3, 2-2) took a 27-9 lead on Derek Ross' 45-yard run with an interception with 12 minutes, 16 seconds remaining in the third quarter. On the interception, Mills hit wide-open Eddie Drummond in the hands on a flare pass, but Drummond couldn't handle it and the ball caromed to Ross. 





Mills never flinched. Less than a minute later, he was racing into the end zone to finish Penn State's longest run from scrimmage since a 70-yarder by Chafie Fields against Arizona on opening day in 1999.





"It was supposed to be a 7- or 8-yard play," Paterno said. "He just took off. He has good speed."





Later in the third quarter, Mills tossed a 26-yard TD pass to Tony Johnson, and the Nittany Lions were within 27-22. Shawn Meyer's fumble recovery set up the TD. On Penn State's next possession, Mills moved the team 90 yards on 10 plays. The eventual game-winner was a 14-yard TD throw to Eric McCoo. It was the same play that beat Northwestern with 22 seconds to go. The Nittany Lions had rubbed out an 18-point deficit in little more than 12 minutes.





"It's really special to get that win for him (Paterno)," said Mills, who replaced starter Matt Senneca after Senneca threw three incomplete passes during the opening drive. "Pretty much everyone doubted us except him, and I can't say enough about him."





Mills, a 19-year-old lefthander from Ijamsville, Md., ran for 138 yards on 15 carries and completed 17 of 32 passes for 280 yards. Paterno said he planned to play both Senneca and Mills, but Mills played too well to be replaced.





"Mills is the quarterback with the most potential," Ohio State coach Jim Tressel said. "He was the one who worried us the most on film. He has shown all year he can make plays under pressure."





Has Mills finally earned the starting job? "I don't think it's right to answer that until I talk to the players," Paterno said.





�Before the Nittany Lions found the end zone, freshman Robbie Gould chipped away at Ohio State's early lead with field goals from 23, 46 and 46 yards. For the Buckeyes, who last year handed Penn State its most lopsided loss of the Paterno era (45-6), it was pretty much all or nothing. They scored touchdowns on a 66-yard pass from Steve Bellisari to Michael Jenkins, a 65-yard run by Jonathan Wells, and Ross' interception return.





For a while, it appeared Paterno might have cost his team a win by choosing to kick for the PAT rather than go for two points after Penn State took a 28-27 lead. But Paterno was spared when Jimmy Kennedy blocked a 34-yard field-goal attempt by Mike Nugent with 2:55 remaining in the fourth quarter, and Mills ran 34 yards for the first down that enabled Penn State to run down the clock.





"I almost blew it by not going for two points," Paterno admitted.





But his decision was long forgotten in the aftermath of his historic victory. In the locker room after the game, senior defensive end Bob Jones presented Paterno with a diamond-studded ring that had No. 324 inscribed on it.





"It's a great day, a beautiful day," linebacker Shamar Finney said. "He's the man now. Bottom line: He's the best coach ever."





Notes. Paterno got his 324th win in his 36th season; Bryant won 323 games over 38 years as head coach. Bryant's career mark is 323-85-17 while Paterno's stands at 324-94-3. Florida State coach Bobby Bowden has 320 wins after yesterday's victory over Maryland. Bowden's first 31 victories came while he coached at Samford, a small college in Alabama. But the NCAA record book lists all of Bowden's victories under the Division I-A heading. ... Penn State's comeback from an 18-point deficit was its biggest since 1994, when the Nittany Lions came from 21 points down to defeat Illinois, 35-31. ... Mills' 280 yards passing broke his own freshman record of 244, set against Michigan.


------------------------------------------------------------------------





BUCKEYES WONDER WHAT HAPPENED 


By Gordon Brunskill, gbrunski@centredaily.com


Sunday, October 28, 2001 





UNIVERSITY PARK -- The Ohio State Buckeyes were asking the same question over and over.





There was no answer, yet at the same time there were a thousand.





"What happened?" they all wanted to know.





It was in their grasp. They delivered what should have been a pair of knockout punches -- two touchdowns in the first three minutes of the second half. Jonathan Wells broke off a 65-yard touchdown run and Derek Ross snared a Zack Mills pass and returned it 45 yards for a score. The Buckeyes led 27-9 and 108,327 people -- or at least the majority of whom were clad in blue and white -- could not have been more silent.


�Yet somehow, defeat was snatched from the jaws of victory.





"Any time that you play a game that you feel like you could have won," Ohio State head coach Jim Tressel said. "That, in itself, is what bothers you the most. ... I don't know if I could put a phrase on it like 'Killer instincts,' or whatever, but we've got to do the things all the time that you need to do to win."





Ohio State had 203 net yards rushing and 209 more through the air. The defense picked off three passes and caught the Nittany Lions behind the line of scrimmage 18 times for 52 yards lost.





It would be hard to ask the Buckeyes to do more to win, but that still was not enough.





There was no single play that turned the game, but several individual moments that, when the Buckeyes watch the game film today, they will say, "If only ..."





"It's a fine line between winning and losing when you're playing good people," Tressel said. "All of us could pick out the things that turned the tide." 





Maybe the game turned late in the first half. Bellisari had just hit receiver Michael Jenkins -- for the second time in the game -- on a long bomb. The 68-yard play left Jenkins one yard short of paydirt. Two running plays, however, resulted in a loss of a yard and Bellisari was forced to throw the ball away on third down.





"That was a turning point in the game," said Bellisari, who watched Mike Nugent kick a 19-yard field goal for a 13-9 lead instead of a 17-9 margin at the break. "We needed a score right there. Even though we got three points, any time you get to the 1-yard-line, you want to get seven (points) on the board."





Maybe the key moment came after that 45-yard interception return by Ross. A mere 54 seconds later, Mills was racing down the sideline on a 69-yard scoring burst. The moribund crowd was shocked to life.





"It gave them a lot of momentum," said OSU cornerback Cie Grant. "I'm just frustrated right now. We have to come together as a team, get close and start playing football."





Maybe the game turned later in the third quarter, when Lydell Ross coughed up the ball near midfield and two plays later Mills hit Tony Johnson for a score. 





Maybe it came when the ball was snapped over Mills' head to start the fourth quarter, yet he was able to turn certain disaster into a 31-yard completion to R.J. Luke -- and hit Eric McCoo for the go-ahead touchdown on the next play.





Maybe the game turned when Ohio State drove to the Nittany Lion 17 late in the game, only to see a Nugent field goal attempt get blocked by Jimmy Kennedy.





�Ohio State still had a chance until Mills had his final run -- for 34 yards on third-and-eight with better than two minutes left. A stop right there would have given the Buckeyes the ball and enough time to try again.





"I was confident that we were going to win the game up until he broke that run on that last drive of theirs," OSU defensive tackle Tim Anderson said. "He found the crease and hit it. It was heartbreaking."





Ohio State can only sit and wonder -- for the second week in a row. There was a 17-0 lead against Wisconsin two weeks ago that also became a Big Ten loss.





"It takes pride," Grant said. "If we're up by 17 or 18, we've got to continue to want to keep putting these guys in the dirt. This letting up stuff, it starts to get frustrating."





Then again, maybe they knew they were going to lose before the opening kickoff.





Lions head coach Joe Paterno was on the verge of history, Penn State had just picked up a confidence-building win last weekend at Northwestern, there was a national television audience and everyone was expecting to witness something special.





"There were things going good but we were fighting not just Penn State as a team, but they were very emotional out there," Grant said. "They really wanted this win for their coach."





If this were any other day, any other year, would the day have ended this way?





"Considering what was riding on the game for them," Bellisari said, "how they played the week before, I would never expect a team like Penn State to ever roll over and die."


------------------------------------------------------------------------





NITTANY LION FAMILY CELEBRATES


JOEPA'S MILESTONE 


By Jerry Kellar, Wilkes Barre Times-Leader


Sunday, October 28, 2001 





UNIVERSITY PARK -- With all the great individual efforts that took place at Beaver Stadium Saturday, it's only fitting that the slickest move belonged to the man of honor.





So when college football's all-time winningest Division I-A coach successfully dodged a Gatorade bath from a couple of not-too bright freshman players, nobody gave it a second thought.





Then again, nothing 74-year-old Joe Paterno does is much of a surprise anymore.





"I'm just thankful to be coached by the greatest coach ever,'' senior linebacker Shamar Finney said after Penn State beat Ohio State 29-27 to give Paterno his milestone victory. "I'm going to remember this for the rest of my life.''


�It's likely Paterno will, too. After the victory -- secured by a late rally engineered by redshirt freshman quarterback Zack Mills and a blocked field goal by Jimmy Kennedy -- the entire Nittany Lion family celebrated with the coach. They honored him with gifts -- including a life-size bronze sculpture, a ring with "324'' inscribed in the center, and a short film shown on the stadium's two video screens.





Though he broke down occasionally, Paterno was able to control his emotions for the most part. That all changed, however, when his several of his nine grandchildren, led by 6-year-old Joey who plopped on his grandpa's lap, joined him at the podium during a post-game press conference that left the coach at a loss for words.





"I wish I could think of something brilliant to say. I'm really just pretty emotional. You never think it's going to be a big deal until it happens like it did and you see so many people ... it's just hard to describe,'' Paterno said. "I'm a very, very lucky guy and lucky to be at an institution such as Penn State. 





"This football team has been special in a lot of different ways because they've had a lot ... it's just nothing came easy to them. But they hung in there, they could've called it quits a couple of times but they didn't. So I'm very proud of them. And I'm proud of my family, they're all here.''





His players, all of whom are young enough to Paterno's grandkids themselves, were equally moved by the emotion-filled scene.





"He helped me get here and now I had some part in helping him become the all-time winningest coach,'' said senior offensive tackle and Berwick grad Gus Felder. "He didn't have to let me come here. He took me in and gave me a chance. I look at now like I've helped him.''





"The old man, he deserves it,'' defensive tackle Kennedy said playfully, but respectfully. "Think about it, I was born in '79 and Joe was still old. I've never seen him young.''





"Joe,'' D-end Michael Haynes said, "still has that fire.''





It appears the Lions (2-4) have finally caught the spark.





One week after its thrilling fourth-quarter rally at Northwestern, Penn State found itself down again in the second half, victimized in part by its own mistakes.





After Ohio State (4-3) scored two quick touchdowns to start the third quarter, the latter on a 45-yard interception return, the Lions trailed 27-9. 





With the crowd of 108,327 now officially restless, the Lions turned to Mills, who just might go down as the greatest Penn State quarterback never to start a game. Well, most of them, anyway.





Mills, who entered the contest for ineffective Matt Senneca on the team's second offensive series, got Penn State back into game with a 69-yard touchdown run. 





�About six minutes later, he connected with the suddenly revitalized Bryant Johnson for 34 yards, then found Tony Johnson (no relation) in the left corner of the end zone from 26 yards away.





Just like that, the Lions' were within five at 27-22.





"He comes in so composed,'' Bryant Johnson said. "It's almost like a role-reversal. It seems like he's a fifth-year senior and he's the veteran of the team.''





Mills' 14-yard floater to Eric McCoo on the second play of the fourth quarter put the Lions ahead for good.





By the now, they were in a full sweat on the Ohio State sidelines.





"Mills is the quarterback with the most potential (on the Penn State team),'' OSU coach Jim Tressel said. "He was the one who worried us the most on film.''





The Lions had some fretting of their own to do.





Because Paterno opted to go for the extra point on PSU's first score of the second half, the Buckeyes were just a field goal away from winning the game.





"I blew that one,'' Paterno said afterwards.





Sure enough, Ohio State battled its way down field and lined up for a 34-yard attempt with just under three minutes left. 





Just as placekicker Mike Nugent's right foot met the ball, Kennedy and teammate Bryan Scott were beginning their upward climb.





"It came from within,'' said Kennedy, who took credit for the block. "Joe always says, 'We need a leader out there.'"





Mills' 34-yard dash on third-and-six allowed the Lions to run out the clock and set the stage for a celebration that was matched only by the team's two national championships.





Even Paterno, who thanked his wife, Sue, for making it possible, had difficulty grasping the enormity of it all.





"The one thing that keeps going through my mind is how many great moments I've had in coaching,'' he said. "Every once in a while, when people tell me to get out of it, I am like everybody else and every once in a while I think about it. Then I realize how much it means to me and how many absolutely great days I have had, and I know I don't want to get out of it.





In typical Paterno fashion, he tried to downplay his big day with a little humor.





Asked his reaction upon seeing the almost 7-foot sculpture, the coach smiled.





"From where I was standing,'' he said, "it looked like a handsome devil.''


------------------------------------------------------------------------


�ONE THING'S CERTAIN: MILLS NOW THE MAN


BY RONNIE CHRIST, rchrist@patriot-news.com.





Joe Paterno made quite a haul here yesterday. 





He got a ring from his players commem orating his 324th victory. 





He got a rousing thunder of applause from the 108,327 fans who witnessed one of the great games of JoePa's career. 





He also got a starting quarterback. 





For weeks now, Paterno has been having a difficult time deciding who should be his starting quarterback. 





After yesterday's 29-27 victory over Ohio State, there can be no doubt. 





Matt Senneca is a good quarterback, but Zack Mills is better. 





Paterno finally came to that conclusion, too, when he removed Senneca after just one series. 





Beaver Stadium fans were astonished. Paterno just doesn't do that. Especially not for freshman quarterbacks. 





Mills then went out and showed the world that a redshirt freshman can perform like a talented senior. 





Mills is clearly the leader of this Penn State team. He's going to have trouble living up to the things he did against an Ohio State team that was geared to stop him. 





His most sensational effort resulted in a 69-yard run for a touchdown. 





It was supposed to be a quarterback keeper, and Mills kept it, all right . . . all the way to Penn State's first touchdown. It was a play that got the Lions back in the game. 





''I kept looking over my shoulder, because I was sure one of their guys would be right behind me,'' Mills said. 





This was a game in which Mills showed he knows how to run to open areas. He is definitely a two-threat man when he gets his hands on the football. 





With the Lions trying to run down the clock, it was Mills who ran for the key first down that preserved the close victory. 





It was a clearly unhappy Senneca who walked off the field with his arms folded across his chest. 





When asked why Paterno took him out of the game so soon, Senneca said: ''He must have had his reasons. He's won 324 games, so he must know what he is doing.'' 





Paterno explained his decision this way: ''We had some things we wanted Matt to do that he didn't get done. 





�''We thought we would go with Zack for a while. We had intended to give both of them an opportunity, but when Mills kept doing so well, we decided it would be best to keep Zack in there.'' 





Mills not only completed 17 of 32 passes for 280 yards and two TDs, he also was the Lions' leading rusher with 138 yards on 15 carries. 





Paterno made the most of his young quarterback's ability to run by installing a quarterback sweep and a quarterback draw. 





The second win after four losses shows that the old man's system isn't so bad after all. 





For the second straight week, the Lions showed they are able to run with the football. 





With Mills leading the way, the Lions rolled up 251 yards on the ground. 





They also continued to show the kind of spirit and intensity that had been sorely missing in those four losses. 





Kicker Robbie Gould showed that he can be Paterno's secret weapon. He hit on field goals of 23, 46 and 46 yards before missing one from 48. It was long enough, but curved wide left. 





While Paterno's fans wanted him to make sudden and drastic changes in his lineups, Paterno went about his makeover at his own pace. 





He moved a linebacker here and a defensive lineman there. 





He brought in sophomore Chris McKelvy at guard and moved Eddie Drummond from wide receiver to running back. 





Drummond was back at receiver again yesterday; the Lions used the Power-I formation just seven times the entire game. 





In addition to Mills, Paterno gave a half-dozen or so freshmen some playing time. 





Included are defensive backs Andrew Guman and Chris Harrell, defensive end John Bronson, flanker Gerald Smith, lineman Jeremiah Davis, kicker Gould and wide receiver Ernie Terrell. 





Safety Jesse Neumeyer is still listed on the roster, but will not play this season. Neumeyer, the linebacker/strong safety from Cumberland Valley High, can be redshirted without losing any of his eligibility. 





Bishop McDevitt's Dethrell Garcia will also be redshirted following shoulder surgery. 
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