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   Joe Paterno factoids 

1. Paterno's Penn State career has spanned 16 years as an assistant and 36 as a head coach; in that time span he's witnessed the administrations of 11 presidents. 

2. Paterno has led teams to 20 bowl victories, more than anyone in the college game. 

3. Paterno is the only coach to win four New Year's Day games -- the Rose, Sugar, Cotton and Orange bowls. 

4. Paterno and Penn State captured national championships in 1982 and 1986 and had teams finish undefeated, but uncrowned, in 1968, 1969, 1973 and 1994. 

5. Paterno has won 11 or more games in 12 different seasons. 

6. Paterno has seen at least one player win a first-team All-America berth 30 times, the latest being linebacker LaVar Arrington of the 1998 Nittany Lions. 

7. Paterno won Coach-of-the-Year honors an unprecedented four times in balloting by the American Football Coaches Association. 

8. Paterno has been selected by the National Football Foundation and College Football Hall of Fame as the first active coach ever to receive its Distinguished American award. 

9. Paterno appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated as its 1986 Sportsman of the Year. 

10. Paterno has watched more than 200 of his ex-Lions play in the National Football League, including 25 who were first-round draft choices. 

11. Paterno coached players who have won all of the major college awards -- Heisman, Maxwell, Lombardi, O'Brien, Outland and Biletnikoff. 

12. Paterno witnessed the payoff to his emphasis on graduating and achieving academic goals through the selection of 23 first-team Academic All-Americas, 14 Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes and 16 NCAA postgraduate scholarship winners. 

13. Paterno has coached two players enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame and five whose plaques hang in the College Football Hall of Fame in South Bend, Ind. 

14. Paterno needed fewer games (246) to reach the 200-win plateau than any of the 10 major college coaches on that list. 

15. Paterno was the quickest to achieve 300 victories as he did in 380 games; Bear Bryant took 393 games to reach that mark. 

16. Paterno has had 25 teams finish in the Top 20. 

17. Penn State has won the Lambert-Meadowlands, emblematic of Eastern football supremacy, 21 times in Paterno's coaching run. 

18. Paterno has missed just two games in 52 years of coaching, the 1955 game against Army because his father died, and the 1977 game against Syracuse when his son, David, was seriously injured in an accident on a trampoline. 

19. When Paterno started at Penn State as an assistant in 1950, Harry Truman was in the White House, American troops were in fighting a "police action" in Korea, gasoline was 16 cents a gallon, it cost three cents to mail a letter first class and Hawaii and Alaska were still nine years from statehood. 

20. Joe Paterno's favorite food is anything with red sauce, according to his wife, Sue Paterno. 

21. Joe Paterno is 5-foot-10, in his white stocking feet. 

22. Paterno's favorite music is classical, especially Verdi and Beethoven. 

23. Joe and Sue Paterno are heavily involved with the Pennsylvania Special Olympics, held annually in June on the Penn State campus. 

24. Paterno's folk-hero reputation in Central Pennsylvania has spawned an entire line of Paterno products, including coffee mugs, life-size cardboard cutouts, Paterno bean bag buddy, JoePa Christmas ornaments and golf balls with his familiar face on them. 

25. Paterno has written two books, "Football My Way" with Gordon White and the late Merv Hyman and "Paterno: By the Book" with Bernie Asbell. 

26. Paterno married Suzanne Pohland in 1962. They are the parents of five children, all of whom are Penn State graduates: daughters Mrs. Diana Giegerich and Mrs. Mary Kathryn Hort, and sons David, Jay and George. The Paternos have five grandchildren. 

27. From 1970-79, Paterno and Penn State posted a 96-22 record, a winning percentage of better than .800. 

28. In the 1970s, Penn State earned victories in the Cotton (twice), Orange, Fiesta and Liberty Bowls and played in the Sugar Bowl three times. 

29. In the 1970s, Paterno's teams were ranked in the top 20 nine times, the top 10 seven times and the top five four times. 

30. In the decade of the 80s, Paterno and Penn State compiled an 89-28-2 record and won the school's first two national championships in 1982 and 1986. 

31. Paterno's 1982 national championship team became the first team to win a national title while throwing the ball for more yardage than rushing. 

32. Paterno's teams in the 1980s recorded seven top 20, five top 10 and four top five finishes and won the Fiesta, Sugar, Aloha and Holiday Bowls; the Nittany Lions went 6-2 in bowls in the 1980s. 

33. Paterno's unbeaten 1994 Rose Bowl team became the first Big Ten team to post a 12-0 record. 

34. The $34.4 million Paterno Library addition to the Pattee Library on the University Park campus opened in 1999. 

35. Joe and Sue Paterno have contributed more than $4 million to Penn State to endow faculty positions and scholarships and for building projects. 

36. Penn State has made 202 television appearances on national networks under Joe Paterno. In 2000, the Nittany Lions had 10 games televised by ABC, CBS, ESPN or ESPN2, giving Penn State 77 national network appearances the last seven years. Eighty-six of the Nittany Lions' last 87 games have been televised to a national or regional audience. 

37. At least one Lion has been chosen an All-American in 33 of Joe Paterno's 35 seasons as coach, including safety James Boyd in 2000. 

38. In June of 2001, Joe Paterno received the Pennsylvania Founder's Award from Gov. Tom Ridge. 

39. In February, 2001, Joe Paterno was inducted into the Pittsburgh Hall of Fame. 

40. In 1994, Paterno received the Ernie Davis Award, presented by the Leukemia Society of America and named in honor of the late Syracuse All-America and Heisman Trophy winner. Paterno was the first coach to receive the award, which honors football players and coaches who actively serve mankind and strive for academic and athletic excellence. 

41. In 1996, the Sons of Italy Foundation awarded Paterno its National Education and Leadership Award. 

42. In February, 1997, Michigan State University presented its prestigious Duffy Daugherty Memorial Award, named for the Spartans' legendary late head coach, to Paterno in recognition of his outstanding contributions to college football. 

43. Penn State is 85-34-3 under Joe Paterno in games decided by seven points or less, winning 21 of 27 such games since 1993. 
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