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The Joe Paterno Era 





Born: Dec. 21, 1926 





Education: Brown University, 


English literature, 1950 





Playing Experience: 1945-49 Brown University, quarterback 





Coaching Experience: 


1950-66 -- Penn State, Assistant coach 


1966-Present -- Penn State, Head coach 





The last thing Joe Paterno wishes to discuss is his legacy. He's more absorbed determining the defense to run against three wideouts or the play call for third-and-short. 





Joe Paterno isn't now and never has been someone to look back, to take a cinemascope view of a lifetime of accomplishment from the mountaintop of 298 career coaching victories. 





Tomorrow is the important day, in Paterno prerogative, not yesterday. 





"Throughout my life, I have always had the ability to concentrate on what has to be done and not worry about things I can't do anything about," Paterno has said. 





"If I can do something about it, I go after it and try to get it done by giving my best shot. If I succeed, fine, but if I fail I put it behind me." 





Paterno's "best shot" has carried him over the doorstep to 300 coaching victories, a neighborhood with only three other major college coaches in residence, all legends of the game. Bear Bryant leads with 323 victories followed by Pop Warner with 319 and Amos Alonzo Stagg with 314. 





The all-time leader in coaching victories is the legendary Eddie Robinson of Division I-AA Grambling, whose 54 years produced 405 triumphs. 





A still-active Division III coach, John Gagliardi of St. John's (Minn.), has logged over 300 wins in 50 campaigns. 





�Paterno already is the all-time leader in I-A victories at one school and trails only Stagg, who spent 41 years at Chicago, for coaching longevity at a single institution. 





Paterno already has won more bowl games (19) than any coach in history. Penn State's 29th post-season appearance under Paterno in the Outback Bowl moved him into a tie with Bear Bryant, who guided teams to a record 29 bowl games in his career. 





"He's tough as hell," former All-America linebacker and ex-NFL standout Shane Conlan (Buffalo Bills, St. Louis Rams) said in an interview, "but he does things the way they're supposed to be done. He follows the rules. He believes you're there for an education. He teaches you more than football. He teaches you about life." 





Paterno, whose tenure at Penn State -- 16 years as an assistant and 33 as head coach -- spans the administrations of 10 U.S. Presidents, owns one of sport's most substantial resumes. In his nearly five-decade career in Happy Valley, he has: 





Led teams to 19 bowl victories, more than anyone in his profession 





Become the only coach to win four New Year's Day games -- the Rose, Sugar, Cotton and Orange Bowls 





Captured National Championships in 1982 and 1986 and had teams finish undefeated, but uncrowned, in 1968, 1969, 1973 and 1994 





Posted 11 or more victories in 12 seasons 





Seen at least one player win a first-team All-America berth 30 times, including LaVar Arrington of the 1998 Nittany Lions 





Won Coach-of-the-Year honors an unprecedented four times in balloting by the American Football Coaches Association 





Been selected by the National Football Foundation and College Football Hall of Fame as the first active coach ever to receive its "Distinguished American" award 





Appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated as its 1986 Sportsman-of-the-Year 





Watched more than 200 of his ex-Lions play in the National Football League, including 23 who were first-round draft choices 








�Coached players who have won all of the major college awards -- Heisman, Maxwell, Lombardi, O'Brien, Outland and Biletnikoff 





Witnessed the payoff to his emphasis on graduating and achieving academic goals through the selection of 20 first-team Academic All-Americas, 14 Hall of Fame Scholar-Athletes and 16 NCAA postgraduate scholarship winners 





Tutored two players enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame and five whose plaques hang in the College Football Hall of Fame in South Bend 





Paterno By The Numbers 


Overall, Paterno's teams have won 307 games, lost 80 and tied three. He is No. 1 among active major college coaches in victories and No. 2 in winning percentage. 





Paterno needed fewer games (246) to reach the 200-win plateau than any of the 10 major college coaches on that list. He also is the quickest to achieve 300 victories. It took Bear Bryant, 393 games to reach that level; Paterno reached it in 380 games. 





His teams have registered seven undefeated regular-seasons and 20 squads coached by Paterno have finished in the final Top 10. He has had 26 teams finish in the Top 20. Penn State has won the Lambert-Meadowlands Trophy, emblematic of Eastern football supremacy, 21 times in Paterno's coaching run. 





One of the astonishing statistics about his Penn State tenure is that he has been on the coaching staff for more than half of the football games played by the Nittany Lions since the program bowed in 1887. 





The January 1, 1997, Fiesta Bowl was the University's 1,044th game and Paterno's 522nd since arriving on campus in 1950. 





He has been absent only twice for an opening kickoff -- at Army in 1955 due to the death of his father, Angelo, and at Syracuse in 1977 when his son, David, was seriously injured in an accident. 





"I don't know what it is about him," standout defensive lineman Brandon Noble of the 1996 Nittany Lions said. "It seems like he gets younger and younger every year. We get older. He's not aging. He just keeps going. And he still gets excited about every team..." 





�Paterno and The Big Ten 


Paterno admitted to being especially energized when the Nittany Lions, after more than 100 years as an independent, signed on as members of the Big Ten Conference in 1993. It didn't take long for Penn State to flex its muscle in the new neighborhood. 





In just its second year of conference affiliation, Paterno guided Penn State to a 12-0 record, including a victory in the 1995 Rose Bowl, becoming the first Big Ten team to record an undefeated season in 26 years. 





The Nittany Lions were ranked No. 2 behind Nebraska in the final national polls, marking the 12th time a Paterno-led squad has finished in the Top 5. 





The Nittany Lions begin 1998 at 36-12 in conference games since starting competition in the Big Ten in 1993. 





Defining Joe Paterno by wins and losses, however, is to trivialize his contributions to intercollegiate athletics. This native of Brooklyn, N.Y., is not a man of misplaced priorities. 





Paterno Hall Of Famers 





Joyner and Jackson are two of the more than 50 first-team All-Americans Paterno has developed at Penn State. He has sent over 200 players to the NFL, two of whom -- linebacker Jack Ham and fullback Franco Harris -- have been enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Ham, defensive tackle Mike Reid, tight end Ted Kwalick, linebacker Dennis Onkotz and running back John Cappelletti are Paterno pupils in the National Football Foundation College Football Hall of Fame. 











 


�
��Highlights of the Joe Paterno Era   (1967-1998 only)





�PRIVATE��1967 (8-2-1) �
�
Rankings�10th AP, 11th UPI�
Bowl �Gator�
Opponent�Florida State (T17-17)�
�
The Lions lost LB Mike Reid and HB Bob Campbell to knee surgery, but reckless defense and QB Tom Sherman, 


who set six offensive records, led Penn State. TE Ted Kwalick won All-America honors.�
�



�PRIVATE��1968 (11-0) �
�
Rankings�2nd AP, 3rd UPI�
Bowl �Orange�
Opponent�Kansas (W 15-14)�
�
Penn State posted the only 11-0 record in the country with a last-minute Orange Bowl win. TE Ted Kwalick and LB Dennis Onkotz won All-America honors. The Rover boys led the defense, which scored or set up 145 of Penn State's 339 points. �
�



�PRIVATE��1969 (11-0) �
�
Rankings�2nd AP, 2nd UPI�
Bowl �Orange�
Opponent�Missouri (W 10-3)�
�
Joe Paterno summed up the season as "pride and poise." The key game was the 15-14 win at Syracuse in which the 


Lions trailed 14-0 in the final quarter. LB Dennis Onkotz, DT Mike Reid, Saf Neal Smith and HB Charlie Pittman 


won All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1971 (11-1) �
�
Rankings�5th AP, 11th UPI�
Bowl �Cotton�
Opponent�Texas (W 30-6)�
�
Penn State rebounded from a regular-season ending defeat at Tennessee with a decisive Cotton Bowl win over Texas. 


HB Lydell Mitchell, who rushed for 1,547 yards, T Dave Joyner and LB Charlie Zapiec were All-Americans. �
�



�PRIVATE��1972 (10-2) �
�
Rankings�8th AP, 10th UPI�
Bowl �Sugar�
Opponent�Oklahoma (L 0-14)�
�
The Lions lost only the opener at Tennessee and the Sugar Bowl to Oklahoma. The offense averaged more than 400 yards behind TB John Cappelletti and QB John Hufnagel. Hufnagel, DE Bruce Bannon and LB John Skorupan won All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1973 (12-0) �
�
Rankings�5th AP, 5th UPI�
Bowl �Orange�
Opponent�LSU (W 16-9)�
�
For the third time in six years, Penn State completed a perfect season in the Orange Bowl. Heisman Trophy winner John Cappelletti rushed for more than 200 yards in three straight games, an NCAA record at the time. 


Two All-Americans, DT Randy Crowder and LB John Skorupan, anchored the defense. �
�



�PRIVATE��1974 (10-2) �
�
Rankings�7th AP, 7th UPI�
Bowl �Cotton�
Opponent�Baylor (W 41-20)�
�
Penn State rallied for five of its 10 wins, atoning for narrow losses to Navy and North Carolina State with a decisive 


Cotton Bowl win. DT Mike Hartenstine and T John Nessel won All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1975 (9-3) �
�
Rankings�10th AP, 10th UPI�
Bowl �Sugar�
Opponent�Alabama (L 6-13)�
�
Defense and kicking highlighted the season. K Chris Bahr, LB Greg Buttle and G Tom Rafferty won All-America honors. The Lions lost, 17-9, at Ohio State and were upset against North Carolina State, but rebounded to take part in the first Sugar Bowl played in the Superdome. �
�
�


�PRIVATE��1976 (7-5) �
�
Rankings�unranked�
Bowl �Gator�
Opponent�Notre Dame (L 9-20)�
�
Penn State lost three straight games for the first time in Joe Paterno's 11 seasons, before rallying for six consecutive wins to end the season. LB Kurt Allerman was an All-America pick. �
�



�PRIVATE��1977 (11-1) �
�
Rankings�4th UPI, 5th AP�
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Arizona State (W 42-30)�
�
Only a 24-20 loss to Kentucky kept Penn State from an undefeated season. QB Chuck Fusina led the offense, 


passing for 2,221 yards. T Keith Dorney and MG Randy Sidler won All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1978 (11-1) �
�
Rankings�4th UPI, 4th AP�
Bowl �Sugar�
Opponent�Alabama (L 7-14)�
�
Penn State achieved its first No. 1 ranking, before losing to Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. K Matt Bahr, 


who booted a then-NCAA record 22 field goals, T Keith Dorney, DT Matt Millen, DT Bruce Clark, QB Chuck Fusina 


and Saf Pete Harris were All-America selections. �
�



�PRIVATE��1979 (8-4) �
�
Rankings�18th UPI, 20th AP�
Bowl �Liberty�
Opponent�Tulane (W 9-6)�
�
The young Lions, with only six seniors starting in the Liberty Bowl, rallied for Penn State's 41st consecutive non-losing season. FB Matt Suhey led the offense, rushing for 973 yards. DT Bruce Clark won All-America honors, 


but was injured the last half of the season. �
�



�PRIVATE��1980 (10-2) �
�
Rankings�8th AP, 8th UPI�
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Ohio State (W 31-19)�
�
Penn State used a second-half rally against Ohio State to cap the season. The Lions played one of the toughest schedules in the country with six foes playing in bowl games. T Bill Dugan and G Sean Farrell won All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1981 (10-2) �
�
Rankings�3rd AP, 3rd UPI�
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Southern Cal (W 26-10)�
�
Penn State faced the nation's most difficult schedule and ended the season with consecutive wins over Notre Dame, 


No. 1 Pittsburgh and Southern Cal. The Lions were ranked No. 1 themselves before losses at Miami (Fla.) and Alabama. 


G Sean Farrell and TB Curt Warner were All-America selections. �
�



�PRIVATE��1982 (11-1) �
�
Rankings�1st AP, 1st UPI�
Bowl �Sugar�
Opponent�Georgia (W 27-23)�
�
Penn State captured its first National Championship by rallying for seven straight victories following a mid-season loss 


at Alabama and defeating Georgia, 27-23, in the Sugar Bowl. TB Curt Warner, FLK Kenny Jackson, 


DE Walker Lee Ashley and Saf Mark Robinson earned All-America honors, while Todd Blackledge 


won the Davey O'Brien Award as the nation's top quarterback. �
�



�PRIVATE��1983 (8-4-1) �
�
Rankings�17th UPI�
Bowl �Aloha�
Opponent�Washington (W 13-10)�
�
Penn State rallied from an 0-3 start to post eight wins and a tie in the final 10 games, including a victory over Washington 


in the Alhoa Bowl. An opening-day loss to top-ranked Nebraska was crushing, but the Lions bounded back to beat undefeated and Top 5 ranked Alabama and West Virginia and tied Pittsburgh on the final play of the game. 


FLK Kenny Jackson earned All-America honors. �
�
�


�PRIVATE��1985 (11-1) �
�
Rankings�3rd AP, 3rd UPI�
Bowl �Orange�
Opponent�Oklahoma (L 10-25)�
�
Penn State played in its third National Championship game in eight years. The Nittany Lions won every game by 


less than seven points until the seventh week of the season, relying on defense and kicking for success. LB Shane Conlan and Hero Michael Zordich earned All-America honors. �
�



�PRIVATE��1986 (12-0) �
�
Rankings�1st AP, 1st UPI �
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Miami (Fla.) (W 14-10)�
�
Penn State won its second National Championship by defeating top-ranked and unbeaten Miami (Fla.) in the Fiesta Bowl. The Nittany Lions had close calls against Cincinnati, Maryland, and Notre Dame, but finished unbeaten in the regular-season for the second straight year and played in their fourth National Championship game in nine seasons. 


LB Shane Conlan, T Chris Conlin, RB D.J. Dozier and DT Tim Johnson were All-America picks. �
�



�PRIVATE��1987 (8-4) �
�
Rankings�Unranked�
Bowl �Citrus�
Opponent�Clemson (L 10-35)�
�
The Nittany Lions opened the season by presenting Joe Paterno with his 200th coaching victory, as they defeated 


Bowling Green, 45-19. The regular-season ended with the Lions stopping a two-point conversion try to beat Notre Dame, 21-20, at Beaver Stadium. Junior G Steve Wisniewski was an All-America selection. �
�



�PRIVATE��1989 (8-3-1) �
�
Rankings�14th UPI, 15th AP�
Bowl �Holiday�
Opponent�BYU (W 50-39)�
�
After dropping the opener to Virginia, the Lions won six of the next seven games, a string interrupted only by a blocked field goal attempt on the final play in a one-point loss to Alabama. Ray Tarasi hit a last-second field goal to beat Pittsburgh, 


16-13. TB Blair Thomas and ILB Andre Collins earned All-America honors and finished among the finalists 


for the Heisman and Butkus awards, respectively. �
�



�PRIVATE��1990 (9-3) �
�
Rankings�10th UPI, 11th AP�
Bowl �Blockbuster �
Opponent�Florida State (L 17-24)�
�
After losing to Texas and Southern Cal to open the season, Penn State won nine consecutive games for an invitation 


to the inaugural Blockbuster Bowl. The Lions shut out Alabama at Tuscaloosa, limiting Alabama to its poorest 


rushing output (six yards) in history. The Lions also upset No. 1 Notre Dame, 24-21, on Craig Fayak's 34-yard field goal 


in the final minute at South Bend. �
�
��
�
�
�
1991 (11-2) �
�
Rankings�3rd AP, 3rd UPI�
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Tennessee (W 42-17)�
�
Penn State won its final six games to annex its 21st Lambert-Meadowlands Trophy. For the second straight year, 


the Lions lost at Southern Cal, 21-10. the other loss was at Miami (Fla.) in a memorable battle that went down to the final minute, Tony Sacca and Terry Smith set passing and receiving records for an offense that totaled the most yards (5,098) 


in school history. For the first time since 1982, Penn State gained more yards throwing (a record 2,456) than running (2,456). Hero Darren Perry received All-America honors. �
�
��
�
�
�
1992 (7-5) �
�
Rankings�24th UPI�
Bowl �Blockbuster�
Opponent�Stanford (L 3-24)�
�
Penn State sailed into its midseason meeting with defending National Champion Miami (Fla.) with a perfect 5-0 record 


and a No. 5 national ranking. After suffering a disappointing 17-14 loss to the Hurricanes in a game the Nittany Lions dominated statistically, Penn State struggled over the final five weeks of the regular-season finale with a big 57-13 


win over traditional rival Pittsburgh. O.J. McDuffie was an All-America selection and set or tied 15 major school receiving, returning, and all-purpose yardage records. �
�
��
�
�
�



1993 (10-2) �
�
Rankings�7th UPI, 8th AP�
Bowl �Citrus�
Opponent�Tennessee (W 31-13)�
�
After 106 distinguished years as an independent, Penn State's inaugural season in the Big Ten Conference began 5-0, but mid-season losses to Michigan and Ohio State effectively knocked the Nittany Lions out of the Rose Bowl contention. 


Penn State rebounded to win its final four regular-season contests, including a memorable 38-37 victory at Michigan State which produced the school's biggest comeback in 28 years. For the second time in three years, Penn State and Tennessee battled in a bowl game, with the Lions roaring to a decisive Citrus Bowl victory to give Joe Paterno his 15th postseason win, tying him with Bear Bryant for the all-time lead. DT Lou Benfatti earned first-team All-America honors. �
�
��
�
�
�
1994 (12-0) �
�
Rankings�2nd AP, 2nd UPI�
Bowl �Rose�
Opponent�Oregon (W 38-20)�
�
The Nittany Lions earned their first Big Ten and Rose Bowl championship with a remarkable 12-0 campaign, the third in school history. Penn State was ranked No. 2 in the final major polls after spending three weeks at No. 1 in mid-season. 


The Rose Bowl win was Joe Paterno's 16th in post-season play, making him the all-time-bowl wins leader. He also became the first coach to earn victories in the four traditional major bowl games. TE Kyle Brady, TB Ki-Jana Carter, QB Kerry Collins, WR Bobby Engram and G Jeff Hartings, were selected first-team All-Americans, the squad's most since 1978. 


Penn State earned its fifth unbeaten, untied season under Paterno and became the first Big Ten team to compile a perfect season  since Ohio State in 1968. The squad extended its winning streak to 17 games, the longest in the nation. �
�
��
�
�
�
1995 (9-3) �
�
Rankings�12th UPI, 13th AP �
Bowl �Outback�
Opponent�Auburn (W 43-14)�
�
Stung by consecutive home losses to Wisonsin, which snapped a 20-game winning streak, and Ohio State, the Nittany Lions won six of their final seven games, capped by a resounding victory over Auburn in the Outback Bowl. Joe Paterno coached in his 500th game as a member of the Penn State staff against Wisconsin. QB Wally Richardson led the Lions to a quartet of fourth-quarter victories and set a school season record with 193 completions. Three All-America WR Bobby Engram finished his outstanding career with 12 school records. G Jeff Hartings became Penn State's 10th two-time first-team 


All American. Ten players were selcted in the NFL draft, the most of any school in teh nation and second-highest total in school history. �
�
�
�
�
�
1996 (11-2) �
�
Rankings�7th AP�
Bowl �Fiesta�
Opponent�Texas (W 38-15)�
�
The Nittany Lions began and ended the season with resounding victories over Southern California and Texas in the Kickoff Classic and Tositos fiesta Bowl, respecitvely, to earn their 12th 11-win season under Joe Paterno. Penn State played in a New Year's Day bowl for the sixth consecutive season and improved to 6-0 in the Fiesta Bowl, extending its non-conference winning streak to 17. The Texas game was Paterno's 522nd contest on the staff, exactly half of Penn State's game all-time. �
�
��
�
�
�
1997 (9-2) �
�
Rankings�16th AP�
Bowl �Citrus�
Opponent�Florida (L 21-6)�
�
Penn State was No. 16 in the final Associated Press poll and No. 17 in the USA Today/ESPN Coashes survey. 


The Nittany Lions finished in the Top 20 for the 25th time under Joe Paterno. They concluded a 9-3 campaign with a 


21-6 loss to Florida in the Florida Citrus Bowl. The loss snapped the Nittany Lions' four-game bowl winning streak. �
�
��
�
�
�
1998 (9-3) �
�
Rankings�17th AP�
Bowl �Outback�
Opponent�Kentucky (W 26-14)�
�
Entering his 34th season as head coach and 50th year as a member of the coaching staff, Joe Paterno is the nation's leading active coach in victories. Paterno owns a 307-80-3 record, a winning percentage of 79.1; second-best among 


active coaches. The Lions finished in the top 15 for the 23rd time under Joe Paterno (26th time in top 20). �
�



