Penn State Timeline 1950-1974

A Quarter-Century of Growth Out of the Darkness

With a tally of forty-nine consecutive non-losing seasons between 1939 to 1987, Penn State football was always good, always consistent, and always highly respected in the East. Unfortunately, Eastern football was not highly respected in other parts of the country, seen as a diversion for the effete, rather than the essential fabric of college life the game was believed to be in the South or Midwest. Under long-time coach and former Penn State All American Bob Higgins, the Nittany Lions were a consistent winner and his 1947 team was considered one of the East Coast's all time best. Undefeated and untied, they traveled to the Cotton Bowl and tied a Doak Walker-led SMU squad that was also undefeated and a national powerhouse. Steve Suhey was an All American guard who would begin a family pipeline that would later bring additional glory to the mountain campus. 

With a core group of WW II veterans returning for 1948, Higgins' expectations were high but a tie against Michigan State and an unexpected loss to Pitt that resulted in a 7-1-1 record did not soothe Higgins' distress at his perceived failure. Combined with failing health, the successful Higgins retired and the baton was to be passed to either long time assistant line coach Joe Bedenk or assistant Earle Edwards for 1949. Even with Edwards' departure the year was marred by staff discord and the disadvantage of not having available football scholarships. 

After a 4-5 finish Bedenk requested a return to his line coaching position and a search began for a new head coach. Future Ohio State head coach Earl Bruce served as interim head coach for spring practice until Brown University's Charles "Rip" Engle was hired and brought with him, his former quarterback to install the new Wing T formation. 

With assistant coach Joe Paterno on board, Engle quelled the staff dissent, installed the new offense, and launched a sixteen year head coaching stint that would produce a winning percentage of .679. 

RIP
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The 1950 team moved into the modern era with the new offensive formation and the introduction of the Riddell RT white helmets with navy blue one-inch center stripe, leaving behind the Single Wing and white leather headgear of the past. Engle posted a 5-3-1 record for 1950, admirable as he was forced to keep the entire existing staff with Paterno the only addition, and had no backlog of scholarship players. In 1950 the administration agreed to allow a limited number of scholarship football players to participate and Engle began building his dynasty. The timing was right as the glut of GI players were finished with their eligibility and the game was returning to "the kids." 

Vince O'Bara proved a decent T Formation QB and Tony Orsini made the switch to wingback and led the team in rushing. Engle's 1951 5-4 record marked the arrival of lineman Roosevelt Grier although his playing time was limited as he learned the college-level game. RB Bob Pollard's 248 yards gained against Rutgers was the season highlight and end Jesse Arnelle at 6'5" showed great promise for the future. 

The 7-2-1 record of 1952 was highlighted by a 17-0 victory over a nationally ranked Pitt team and a 20-20 tie with Purdue that featured a passing duel between the Boilers' Dale Samuels and the Lions Tony Rados. Rosey Grier blocked and carried a 240 pound Purdue lineman into the end zone from the five yard line which allowed the running back to walk in for the tying score. 

SPATS
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Nicknamed "Spats" in the pros, he was the "Reading Rocket" or the "Reading Rambler" at Penn State, a shifty, stop-on-a-dime runner who blocked ferociously and was perhaps the best defensive player on the team. Lenny Moore often seemed to exceed the abilities of his 6'1", 175 pound body from 1953 through the 1955 season. 

Many believed that his battles with Syracuse great Jim Brown and the prejudice against Eastern football prevented both of them from achieving First Team or Consensus All American status in 1954 and 1955 although Brown received his due in '56. 

Rarely leaving the field, Moore rushed for 1082 yards in 1954, another 697 in 1955, and a career total of 2380 in an era of pedestrian and limited offenses. His ten career interceptions, six as a senior, and ability to hit "bigger" than his size would predict, made him a feared defender and special teams player. Moore's 15.8 yard punt return average and 24.3 per kickoff return still rank him high on Penn State's all time records list but more than his numbers, he was the Lions' bell cow, the one player the others knew could get the job done in the clutch. Moore took what Coach Rip Engle called his "ability to be moving at full speed after two steps" and what appeared to be his "change in direction in mid-air" to the Colts as their first round choice in 1956 and rushed for over 12,000 yards in twelve years and an NFL Hall Of Fame career. 

Lenny Moore and Rosey Grier: that is the summary of the 1953 season that ended with a 6-3 record as Moore tallied over 600 yards and showed great ability to both accelerate and change direction. Grier overpowered opponents but more importantly, became a true team leader. 1954 proved to be important as Penn State and Eastern football made a mark that put both on the national map. With Rados gone, Moore would be the entire attack as the Lions approached the opener at number one ranked Illinois who featured future pro greats J.C. Caroline and Abe Woodson. Supposedly without a chance to win and 17 point underdogs, the Nittany Lions surprised the 54,000 fans and all of the experts behind Moore's 137 rushing yards and his fourth quarter interception to complete what may have been the biggest upset of the '54 season, 14-12. Grier was a terror at tackle on both sides of the ball. Moore, "The Reading Rocket", continued his opening day heroics to the tune of 1082 yards and the 7-2 record included another win over Pitt.

ROSEY

At 6'5" and a bit less than the 284 pounds he spent his pro career at, Rosey Grier was a huge man for his era yet agile as a cat, quick and explosive enough to excel in both the discus and shotput for Penn State. Born in Georgia, Grier grew up in Roselle Park, N.J. and was recruited out of  Abraham Clark H.S. Eligible as a freshman due to Korean War manpower shortage rules, he didn't play much but afterwards was a dominating force on both sides of the line. Considered to be inconsistent at times, Coach Rip Engle noted that Grier "was at his best against the good ones." Against a nationally noted Pitt team, he took over the 1952 game for an unexpected Lion win. In Penn State's opening day upset over number one ranked Illinois in 1954, it was Grier who controlled both sides of the line of scrimmage. An intelligent and sensitive individual, he did not need a "killer instinct" to excel, relying on strength, coordination, speed, and technique to dominate opponents. Grier was named only Third Team All American and perhaps a number of reasons clearly give an explanation. 

Eastern football in general, and Penn State football was not highly regarded in the South and Southwest although the Big Ten teams that faced Penn State knew otherwise. The regional prejudice was augmented by a racial bias with the belief that there was a quota system in place for the number of African-Americans named to the consensus All American team. 

Penn State's schedule was such that they played some schedules that included nationally-ranked powers while other years were spent banging heads against too many Boston University and Rutgers-type of teams, thus prejudicing some voters. 

Grier certainly played at an All American level while excelling in the field events and became the third round draft choice of the N.Y. Giants. He was part of a dominating Giant defense that won the world championship, spent a year out of football satisfying his military obligations as a drill sergeant based in Alabama, then returned to the Giants to continue a great pro career. Traded to the Rams in 1963, he was part of the storied Fearsome Foursome defense with tackle Merlin Olsen and ends Lamar Lundy and Deacon Jones. Grier retired after the 1966 season and remained in the public spotlight as a community activist, religious leader, and show business personality who was the first ex-pro football player to star in a network television series. Displaying his sensitive side, he recorded numerous songs and became an expert and sought-after speaker on needlepoint and knitting. Best known by a younger generation as the bodyguard for Senator Robert Kennedy when assassinated in 1968, Grier was first and foremost, a great football player

1955 was expected to be a bit of a down year as Penn State featured one of the lightest lines in major college football which may not have been enough to open holes for Lenny Moore or protect QB Milt Plum. The 5-4 record proved the truth of this prediction although Moore battled Jim Brown in an unexpected 

21-10 Penn State upset over Syracuse. Brown won the rushing battle with 159 yards on 20 carries to Moore's 146 yards on 22 carries but the Lions carried the day. Moore's performance was considered his career best at Penn State as he inspired his teammates to the upset. 

The 6-2-1 record of 1956 featured a huge win over undefeated and cocky Ohio State as mammoth All American Jim Parker was handled by the smaller Penn State line, one that included

 "Bad Rad" Dan Radakovich who would later gain the reputation as one of the NFL's best known offensive line coaches, and the punting and passing of QB Plum proved decisive. 

The four TD underdogs made a mark for Eastern football once again with their 7-6 win

Graduation took a toll going into the '57 season as many second stringers moved to starting positions. Charles Janerette, 

Andy Stynchula, and Richie Lucas were three sophs who cracked the starting lineup and made an impact. 

As injuries mounted, unheralded Dave Kasperian became the rushing leader for the 6-3 Lions. 

1958 was the year of Richie Lucas as he was the Nittany Lions' best passer, runner, blocker, ball handler, and defender, the epitome of the complete football player. Number 33 became a familiar sight as he dominated play and rarely left the field. Sophs stepped up as they had in '57. Junior linemen Stynchula and Janerette were joined by future Buffalo Bills T Stew Barber while Dick Hoak became Lucas' dependable backfield mate. Despite injury, Pat Botula led all rushers out of his FB spot and the high-powered though inconsistent offense secured a 6-3-1 record.

With great players in the late 1940's like Steve Suhey and running back Fran Rogel, and the mid-fifties stars Lenny Moore and Roosevelt Grier, Penn State had consistently good teams and the occasional great player. However, if there is an arbitrary point in time where it can be said that Penn State attracted and produced superior players, 1959 is a good place to start. 

Under only two head coaches and for more than forty years to follow, Penn State seemed to always have one or two All Americans, play the best teams in the country to the wire and defeat most of them, and consistently make their presence known in bowl games and the national rankings. 1959 showcased a white helmet with one-inch navy blue center stripe and "LSU-style" block numerals in matching navy blue. For some of the games, the player identification numerals were on the sides of the helmet and for others, they were moved to the rear quarter of the shell, mimicking the look that Syracuse was using. 

Depth in established and future stars was there in '59 with Lucas backed up by Galen Hall at QB; Hoak and Roger Kochman at HB; Bob Mitinger challenging for All American honors as a sophomore; Stynchula and Barber on the line. They rolled to a 

8-2 record, defeating a schedule that reflected their new philosophy to play nationally known and ranked teams in addition to their key eastern rivals such as Pitt and West Virginia, raising their own national profile. In the very first Liberty Bowl, Lucas went down with an injury late in the first half and Galen Hall came in to make the 7-0 lead hold up over Alabama for the remainder of the contest. At 9-2, Penn State not only dominated Eastern football, they had arrived as a nationally known team with the talent to match. Lucas finished his career with the school's career record in total offense, total offense in one game, and as much for his defensive play as his offensive numbers, consensus All American honors before marching off to the new Buffalo team in the AFL.

On the field in 1960 Coach Rip Engle instituted his "equal-time plan" where he substituted two entire offensive units during each game. Having what he felt was an abundance of offensive talent, he wanted as much of it on the field as possible each contest. 

Both units were considered to be "first string" with Galen Hall heading up one, and former high school QB Dick Hoak the other, called "The Reddies". Hoak would later star with the Steelers as a HB known for his ability to throw the option pass. With the first two slots filled, QB hopeful Don Jonas, destined to become the greatest player in the 1960's minor leagues, moved to HB. Losing three of their first five games, it took a while to get the offense in gear but they finished with five consecutive wins to close at 6-3 before facing Oregon in the Liberty Bowl. They also lost 

HB Roger Kochman for the year with a knee injury but Al Gursky picked up the slack. The line was stocked with E's Bob Mitinger and terrorizing soph Dave Robinson, future pros Stew Barber and Bill Saul at T (with Saul also playing G and C). The Lions opened their season in brand new Beaver Stadium with a win and closed it in the Liberty Bowl under fourteen inches of snow, howling twenty-five mile per hour winds and enough points to bury Oregon 41-12.

Ending the 1961 season at 7-3 allowed junior All American 

Dave Robinson to be the first African American to play in Jacksonville's Gator Bowl game, a 30-15 victory over Georgia Tech but Robinson and his E mate Bob Mitinger, future Charger E, led the Penn State team to wins over Navy, Syracuse, Cal, and Pitt to earn that right. The team also showed their solidarity when they responsively rose as one and walked out of a restaurant near the bowl site that refused to serve Robinson. HB Kochman returned for a good season with Gursky and Jonas almost as effective. Galen Hall, who played in both the NFL and CFL before establishing himself as a highly respected assistant and head coach at both the pro and collegiate levels, led the team with protection up front from Bill Saul, one of three Butler, PA brothers who played in the NFL, Bill as a second round draft choice of the Colts and Charlie Sieminski who signed with the 49ers after the 1962 season. Engle's team was now firmly established as a hard-hitting unit that could play anywhere in the country against any level of competition.

ROBINSON
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Playing the opposite flank from Bob Mitinger, an All American, could have kept David Robinson in the shadows but the talent of this 6'3", 220 pound defensive terror was too great for any circumstances to hide. The Mooresville, N.J. player teamed with Mitinger to provide Penn State with perhaps the best end tandem in the country in '61 and after Mitinger went on to the Chargers for his pro career, Robinson excelled in 1962, catching 17 passes for 178 yards and leading the team to an overall 9-2 record. Robinson was the first African-American to play in the Gator Bowl when the Lions lost to Florida in the 1962 contest but his ferocious play caused Vince Lombardi to select him as the Packers first choice Robinson was named All Pro three times, finished his career with the Redskins and was voted into the National Football Foundation College Football Hall Of Fame in 1997.   

Viewed as a rebuilding year, the 7-3 record of 1963 was better than Engle expected. QB was still well-manned by Liske but the remainder of the backfield was pedestrian by past standards. 

Bill Bowes and future PSU defensive coordinator 

Jerry Sandusky held down the E's positions with the other future Penn State assistant Dick Anderson a reliable receiver. Sandusky as a defensive standout as a sophomore. The star was Glenn Ressler, future Baltimore Colt who had a career day in the 10-7 victory over Ohio State with fourteen unassisted tackles, most of them in the second half when they were most needed. 

Ralph Baker played terrifically at LB as a prelude to his eleven-year career with the Jets. 

Unfortunately losses to Syracuse, Army, and Pitt in 1964 negated another Lambert Trophy year, emblematic of Eastern supremacy. Without a lettering QB returning, oft-injured Gary Wydman directed the slow-starting Lions whose passes were primarily directed at senior receivers Bill Bowes and Jerry Sandusky whose forte was defense. Future Colt Glenn Ressler again did it all, playing C on offense and shutting down everything that ran up the middle on the defensive line. The season began 1-4 and closed at 5-0 including a shutout win over Ohio State and the overall 6-4 record was good enough to win the coveted 

Lambert Trophy a the best in the East despite the consternation of "doing it the hard way." 

The heart and unwillingness to throw in the towel made the 1965 squad one of Engle's favorites. Despite the 5-5 record that marked Rip Engle's final year as head coach, this was the beginning of the Penn State dynasty. The talent level was high and deep in the underclass ranks although the hint of dominance was not yet apparent in the team's play. Jack White, backed up by sophomore Tom Sherman led the squad from the QB position with vets Don Kunit (a future Westchester Bull of the ACFL) and Dave McNaughton in the backfield. The injured Roger Grimes would have added much to the attack. Jerry Sandusky finished his career seeing action on both sides of the ball while soph 

Bill Lenkaitis stepped in at T. Dave Rowe, 6'7" DT who later played in the NFL for thirteen years and spent time as a Wide World Of Sports broadcaster filled in for the departed Ressler. Future NY Giant Rich Buzin was another of the youngsters who played like a long time vet at G.

It was understood that assistant Joe Paterno, the mastermind of the offense and developer of quarterbacks would step into the head coaching position upon Engle's retirement. It had become easier to recruit talented players to the isolated mountain campus and the program was now recognized as the class of the East having stepped out in front of Syracuse and Pitt. 

In the New York Metropolitan area and Long Island, Paterno's ascension to the head coaching position marked the point where the Penn State assistants could come to local high schools and get a long list of the best players "because we're Penn State" and had but Notre Dame and Ohio State only as contenders at the national level. Unfortunately, Paterno's first squad in 1966 had few good and experienced offensive linemen and it was reflected in a 5-5 record. 

Junior T Bill Lenlaitis who later had a fourteen year NFL career was the main man but promise was shown by sophomore 

E Ted Kwalick. Paterno had two decent QB's in Jack White and young Tom Sherman who threw primarily to WR Jack Curry and run-catch threat HB Bob Campbell. Defense was beginning to become a trademark with Dave Rowe at NG, future Bills two-way T Mike McBath, and Rich Buzin and Lenkaitis, also playing both offense and defense. Paterno was glad to now hold the reins and excited about a very promising freshmen class, enough to take the sting out of his first year's record.

KWALICK
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A two-time All American in 1967 and 1968 who contributed to Paterno's early success as a head coach, Ted Kwalick came to the Penn State campus from McKees Rock, PA with great promise and then lived up to it. The 6'2", 220 pound tight end was a leader on the 1967 team that went 8-2-1 and the great undefeated 11-0 team of '68. Catching passes from QB Tom Sherman and in then from Chuck Burkhart in '68, Kwalick's totals in his two big seasons were 38 receptions for 568 yards and four TD's in '67 and 31 catches for 403 yards and two TE's in '68. He blocked like a demon and finished his career with a total of 86 receptions for 1343 tough yards and 10 touchdowns. Bigger than his numbers was his leadership ability and steady game-to-game play that resulted in his fourth place finish in the 1968 Heisman voting. 

A first round draft choice of the Forty-Niners, Kwalick made three Pro Bowls and was inducted into the National Football Foundation College Football Hall Of Fame in 1989. He glamorized the TE position for collegiate players and remains Penn State's best at that position.

The jump to 8-2 in 1967 was fueled by young, aggressive players including ten sophomores who cracked the starting lineup and who pushed the upperclassmen ahead of them. The names on the Penn State roster would now appear in the pro ranks in significant numbers and on a yearly basis. Tom Sherman ran the show at QB and after two years in the NFL later reappeared with the N.Y. Stars of the WFL and his target was often junior All American

 Ted Kwalick, now a 220 pound TE with the agility of a HB. 

Jack Curry came back for another solid season opposite Kwalick. The sophomore RB's Charlie Pittman, who stepped in as the leading rusher had pounding Don Abbey a do-it-all FB in front of him. Reserve QB Frank Spaziani was moved to DE and later in his career safety, moves which gave him the experience to eventually become the head coach at Long Island's Hempstead H.S. and he current defensive coordinator at Boston College. 

Rich Buzin and Bill Lenkaitis were solid in prepping for their eventual NFL careers. The defense had an influx of Super-Sophs with Dennis Onkotz following Ralph Baker as the pipeline to the pros for Penn State LB's. Onkotz was in on the game-saving tackle that preserved the 13-8 win over Number Three ranked North Carolina State (QB'ed by future Marshall and Georgia head coach Jim Donnan) that brought more national attention and a Gator Bowl bid to Penn State. The defense also featured soph starters Steve Smear, John Ebersole, and Mike Reid, all of whom had the NFL in their future. The shaven-headed Lions closed out the season with a 17-17 tie in the Gator Bowl against a loaded Ron Sellers-led Florida State team and Paterno knew he could tweak his young talent and take them even further. 

ONKOTZ
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As the '67 soph class matured, Paterno had the makings of a dynasty and his juggernaut stoned all ten opponents in 1968 before playing in one of the most exciting Orange Bowl games ever. Onkotz, Reid, and Pittman played at All American level and TE Ted Kwalick, later to take his wares to the 49ers, was everyone's All American. Steve Smear at DT lived up to his name, teaming with future Jet John Ebersole and Mike Reid to lead an awesome defense. Between them, Reid and Smear had 108 tackles, 62 assists, four recovered fumbles, and two blocked kicks. The constant pass rush helped shutdown DB's Pete Johnson and Neal Smith to numerous interceptions. A growing talent opposite Onkotz was OLB Jack Ham. C Warren Koegel from Seaford (LI) H.S. and Chuck Burkhart provided offensive stability and leadership with Bob Campbell again the all around back who augmented the brilliance of Pittman. The Lions first 10-0 season was followed by a heart-stopping Orange Bowl contest against a Kansas team featuring John Riggins, Bobby Douglas, and Don Shanklin. The tense, hard-fought game was 7-7 at the half, and with less than two minutes to play, 14-7 Kansas. With 1:20 remaining, the Lions blocked a punt with a ten man charge and then drove to the Jayhawk three where a Burkhart rollout made the score 14-13. Electing to go for the win, Burkhart's pass was deflected by a group of jubilant defenders but flags were down indicating that Kansas had twelve men on the field. Films later showed that Kansas had twelve men on the field for the final eighty seconds of the tense finish! Linebacker Rick Abernethy never left the field when his sub came in. Now facing eleven men, Campbell swept to his left for the 15-14 victory that left Penn State ranked number two in the nation with an undefeated and untied 11-0 season.

SMEAR                                                    REID
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Penn State vs. opponents, 11-0; Paterno vs. President Richard Nixon, 0-1. The incredible 11-0 season of 1968 was followed by yet another 11-0 season in 1969. Twenty-nine straight victories and their unbeaten record should have been enough to receive top rank consideration but Nixon had attended the Texas vs. Arkansas game and declared Texas, the victor, as the nation's best team. Coach Paterno and the Penn State contingent among many others made a strong case to the contrary as the Lions presented one of the best defenses in the history of collegiate football. 

Reid and Smear were the DT's, Ebersole was at one DE, 

Ham and Onkotz the outstanding LB's, and Neal Smith and 

Paul Johnson as DB's. The unit scored 107 of Penn State's 312 point total and gave up but 87 points. The overshadowed offense still boasted HB's Charlie Pittman, future Penn State offensive coordinator Fran Ganter, and newcomer Lydell Mitchell. The FB's were steady Don Abbey and soph Franco Harris of Mt. Holly, N.J.

All could effectively catch Burkhart's passes and other than a scare in the 15-14 fourth quarter win over Syracuse, the games weren't close. Closing the season with a 10-3 Orange Bowl win over a top Missouri team, Penn State was in the eyes of many, as deserving as Texas for the honor of "Number One." Losing their thirty-one game winning streak in the second game of the 1970 season and three out of four early season games was not the Paterno/Penn State way but sophomore QB John Hufnagel picked things up to the tune of five consecutive wins and a 7-3 finish. 

The "reloading" rather than rebuilding now was typical for the PSU program with Burkhart and Pittman leaving the backfield but a seasoned Franco Harris and Lydell Mitchell stepping in with young Hufnagel. Mike Reid, Steve Smear, and Dennis Onkotz moved on to the pro ranks but Jack Ham, Gary Gray, 

John Skorupan, and Bruce Bannon became the bulwarks on the defensive unit. C Warren Koegel still anchored the line in preparation for his years with the Raiders, and was joined by the All-East play of G Bob Holuba. Much of the offensive line was gone for '71 but QB John Hufnagel benefited from a fine soph season and still had both Franco Harris (the fastest man on the team despite weighing 230 pounds) and Lydell Mitchell in his backfield. Newcomers Tom Donchez and John Cappelletti  proved to be capable backups with Cappelletti actually starting on defense at times during the season. The season was a dandy too as the Lions bested everyone except Tennessee in the year's finale and then beat a good Texas team decisively in the Cotton Bowl, 30-6. The team's 454 points was a new school record and Mitchell drew rave reviews and comparisons to Lenny Moore before plying his wares for the Colts, Rams, and Chargers. 

Harris, somewhat overshadowed by his backfield mate, still gained 684 yards and would have been the spotlight star anywhere else. Franco of course, later had a Hall Of Fame career with the Super Bowl glutted Steelers.

HAM

Perhaps better known as one of the leaders of the Pittsburgh Steeler Steel Curtain Defense of the early and mid-1970's, 

Jack Ham followed Dennis Onkotz in establishing Penn State as "Linebacker U.". At 6'1" and 220 pounds, Ham redefined the position at Penn State with his ability to cover sideline to sideline and no one on the Lion's staff could say they predicted his future stardom. 

Underrated and knowing he could do more, Ham played well at Johnstown, PA's Bishop McCourt H.S. PA and then prepped at Massanutten Prep in Virginia before receiving the very last available scholarship in the recruiting class of 1966. He made the most of his opportunity and finished his career with 251 tackles, 91 of those in his All America season of 1970. Ham also set a PSU record for blocked punts, three in his senior season and four overall. An integral part of the Steeler Super Bowl teams after being their second round draft choice for '71, Ham was a nine time All Pro in his twelve year pro career and was elected to both the Pro Football Hall of Fame (1988) and the National Football Foundation College Football Hall Of Fame (1990).

FRANCO
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The first draft choice of the Steelers and NFL Rookie Of The Year in 1972, Franco Harris was a front-page personality in the NFL but many feel his collegiate accomplishments were somewhat overshadowed at Penn State by the talent of his backfield partner, Lydell Mitchell. Never one to seek center stage, the somewhat reticent Harris at 6'2" and 230 pounds was the fastest player on the Penn State squad and as much as anyone else, propelled them to their 11-0 and 11-1 seasons during his sophomore and senior seasons. A vicious blocker for Mitchell, he entered Penn State from Rancocas Valley Regional H.S. in New Jersey, as one of the top prep running backs in the country. His 380 rushing attempts for 2002 yards, ability to block and catch, and the quiet leadership he exerted on his teammates would have made him an All American anywhere and anytime other than that spent sharing the backfield with Lydell Mitchell. Perhaps better known as the six time first or second team All Pro RB that made the Immaculate Reception and who had a legion of followers in "Franco's Army" due to his half Italian and half African American parentage, Harris's devastating blocks and pounding runs were the perfect counterpart to Mitchell's speed and flash. Friends and business partners to the present day, Harris and Mitchell have been successful as teammates in the food service industry for many years.      

LYDELL
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Halfback Lydell Mitchell was all about numbers, really big numbers that made him the career leader in a number of offensive statistics when he left Penn State as an All American and the Colts second round draft choice after the 1971 season. Mitchell and backfield mate Franco Harris, interchangeable at HB or FB as both ran, caught, and blocked so well, brought the Lions to an 11-1 season and a victory over Texas in the Cotton Bowl, a game in which Mitchell rushed for 146 yards. The Salem, N.J. native led the nation with 29 touchdowns, 26 rushing TD's, and 174 points scored. He gained 1567 yards on 254 carries, the accumulated yardage a Penn State record for more than thirty years. His career TD total of 41 (38 of those on the ground) and 2934 yards rushing, was a huge reason for Penn State's 29-4 record during Mitchell's varsity career, one that found him fifth in the '71 Heisman Trophy voting and earned him induction to the National Football Foundation College Football Hall Of Fame in 2004. 

Mitchell had a productive NFL career that stretched from 1972 through the 1980 season, the first six with the Colts. He posted three 1000-plus rushing seasons and led the NFL in receiving in three seasons with Pro Bowl selections 1975-76-77. 

It was back to what had become "business-as-usual" for Penn State in 1972, a 10-1 slate and bowl game invitation to follow. Hufnagel matured into what Paterno termed his best all-around quarterback ever with All American status. The departed Mitchell and Harris were replaced by Tom Donchez and John Cappelletti as RB's though Donchez went down with a knee injury. The line however was strong, led by Valley Stream (NY) Central High School's Phil LaPorta and pass catching TE Dan Natale. 

Once again, the defense was the soul of the team with 

LB John Skorupan who split a six-year career between the Bills and Giants and DE Bruce Bannon ('73 Dolphins) earning "All" honors. The season culminated in a Sugar Bowl match-up against powerful Oklahoma who won 14-0. Later OU had to forfeit the game because of recruiting violations but Paterno stated, "The players know who won" and graciously noted the Sooners as the victors to finish out '72 with a 10-2 record. 

In 1973, as Tom Shuman took over for the departed Hufnagel at QB, this unstoppable team held off LSU in the Sugar Bowl to make Paterno the active collegiate coach with the best winning percentage.

The Heisman Trophy was won by running back John Cappelletti and he epitomized Penn State football because he was academically sound, clean-cut, hard-working, and devoted to his family and younger brother Joey who was suffering with and later died from leukemia. While this singular individual honor was the highlight of the 1973 season, Penn State's 12-0 record made a strong statement about Eastern college football. It also put the spotlight on Penn State's recruitment of quality athletes who graduated and then went on to pro football. From the 1973 team, LB Ed O'Neil (six NFL seasons),  DT Randy Crowder (five NFL seasons), OG Phil LaPorta (two seasons with the Saints), and Cappelletti of course (nine NFL seasons) all typified what Penn State football had become. 

CAPPY

Winner of the Heisman Trophy and that certainly should say volumes about John Cappelletti and his performance in 1973. Coming out of Monsignor Bonner High School in Upper Darby, PA, he was a player that Penn State wanted but he began his career as a defensive back, seeing a lot of action there as a sophomore. Soon enough it was obvious that he needed to be in the backfield, in part making up for the loss of Lydell Mitchell and Franco Harris and he certainly delivered with 2839 career rushing yards. Cappelletti was the featured part of an offense that took Penn State to a 12-0 record in 1973 and he did it by gaining 1522 yards on 286 carries, gaining two hundred yards or more in three consecutive games. In a year where no one came close to beating the Nittany Lions Cappelletti scored 17 touchdowns. He won both the Heisman and Maxwell Trophies and became the L.A. Rams first draft choice. Cappelletti enjoyed a productive pro career, playing with the Rams from 1974-1978 and the Chargers from 1980 through 1983. 

He was inducted into the National Football Foundation College Football Hall Of Fame in 1993 but is as widely remembered for his compassionate speech when accepting the Heisman award, focusing on his ill younger brother, and the heartwarming movie that was made about their family relationships.

The 1974 record of 10-2 would be great anywhere but Nittany Lion partisans were getting acclimated to seasons that did not include stumbles against the likes of Navy (7-6) and North Carolina State (12-7). Still, this was an outstanding squad that had to replace thirteen starters from the undefeated '73 team. QB Shuman and receiving TE Dan Natale returned with FB Tom Donchez and PK Chris Barr stepped into the spotlight. Future Cowboy Tom Rafferty earned a starting position on the offensive line to round out a fine attack. The defense was almost the equal of '73 with future pros Matt Hartenstine and Greg Buttle in the forefront. 

A romp over Baylor, 41-20 in the Cotton Bowl gave promise for 1975.

